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tHE HISTORY 

OF 
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In my parish, not far from the fine town 
of Ludlow^ on the bank of the beautiful 
river Teme, are the garden^ the little or- 
chard^ and the ruins of the pretty cottage 
which many years ago were rented by James 
Gray. 

A fine wood of tall trees shelters this 
pleasant spot from the cold north-wind, and 
a row of large willows grows at the Foot of 
the garden beside the river. When I first 
came to my living, I became acquainted 
with James Gray. He was an honest gobd\ 
young man^ and he was so happy as to have 
a wife who feared God : the character still 
given in that country by those who remem- 
ber Mary Gray, was that she was a pious, 
sober-minded young woman—** a keeper at 
" home," Tit. ii. 5. as the Apostle exhorts 
women to be, and a most kind and dutiful 
wife. 

James gained a tolerably comfortable 
livelihood by working in his garden. He 
cuJiivar^ bis land w\lVi ?^o «i\vOsx ^'^x^^>ijc>«x 
Ac had the earliest and V>c^X ^e.» ^^^\ife^s2«^^i 



For some years these godd you 
lived most happily m their coita 
true that they were obliged to i 
hard : and now and then, as I I 
toMj in a severe winter to live r; 
also : but they loved each other^ ai 
their God, they thought it the: 
please each other ; and as the holj 
says, " a dinner of herbs, whei 
^* is better than a stalled ox, a 
** tl>erewith.*' Prov. xv. 17. 
• After his daily work, James nev 
Teading a chapter in the Bible, ai 

E raver with his wife before the 
ed' y for, as be often used to say 
lav ourselves down in our beds, 
not whether we shall be ever suffe 
from them again : many have di( 



It pleased IlonVcn that Mary O ray should 
have but one child : but this child, although 
every one who saw her cleclarcd her to be 
one of the finest little girls in- the country^ 
never was foolishly indulged or spoiled by 
her father and mother. 

Although liitlc Susan's paref^ts would 
have rather starved themselves, than have 
let their child want any thing wiiich was 
rood for her, yet they never gave her any 
thing for which she cried ; they never 
suffered her to shew angry airs, or to disobey 
the least of their commands. For as some 
very wise man remarks, if a father or mother 
suffers a child at five or six years of age to 
disobey his will, that child at twelve or four- 
teen will go nigh to break his parent's heart. 
The stubborn wills of children should be 
broken whilst thej are small and weak, and 
▼et dependent on their parents. It is too 
late to subdue an obstinate child, when that 
child is nearly old enough to provide for 
himself. But although Mary Gray never 
spared correction when it was necessary, yet 
tnere was not in the neighbourhood a kinder 
mother; when Susan was good, she would 
play with her, she would sing to her, she 
would tell her stories, gather her flowers^ 
and when she had leisure from her work, 
she would carry her into \V\e gt^etv Sv^eN^s v^ 
Aew her the high blue \xv\\^ tiv^T o?l^ ^ 



lin God, and entleavoured to fulfil liia 

Ind it pleased liiin to tiikc them from 

of sorrow and labour, to that 

place where men are made " equal 

le angfis, and are ilie cLildren of 

Luke XX. 36. 

ir death seemed to be a gad evil to 

Ilie i^irl, for whom I and my wife felt 

Ti sorrow, that had we not liad many 

'lildien of our own, we would have 

?r into our own family. As soon 

[dear father and mother were dead, 

i carried to the parish poor-house;. 

had remained there about two 

tn old woman, her father's aunt, 

I in Ludlow, undertook to maintain 

Ishe should be twelve years of age, if 

ish would allow her twelve-pence 



mj children (for so I call my pnrishioners) 
I went several times to Ludlow to inquire 
after Susan Gray, but could bear nothing 
of'ber; ber old aunt was dead^ and her 
house shut up. 

Thus it was out of my power to serve the 
daugter of the worthy James and Mary 
Gray ; but i trusted that Heaven, who 
'' Xisits the sins of the parents upon the 
^' children unto the third and fourth 
'' generation/' would not fail to bless the 
child of these excellent people ; and so tin 
I hoped it proved to be. God did ble»s Susnn 
Gray : for a time indeed did be try her ; but 
at length he made her who had sown in 
tears reap in joy, and rewarded ber with an 
exceeding great reward. 

James and Mary Gray had been dead 
about thirteen years, when one evening, as 
I was sitting by my fire with my wife and 
family^ I was called out to a poor woman^ 
who kept a very homely but reputable lodg- 
ing-house in the village. I made bold to 
jCome^ sir* said she, to ask you to read 
/prayers this evening to a poor - young 
woman, who is I fear at the point of death. 
I And who, said I, is this young woman i 
J I know but little x>f her, answered ^lie : — 
khe came to my house fourteen days ago ; 
Jkoon after that great *lotta o^ \S\ww^^\ -s^^^ 
figbtaiog which strucVi iVvt fSwox^ '^^R.^^^ 
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r great pear-tree; sir. It wtw 
l^elve o'clock in the nis^ht when she- 
i at the door, i Imppened to be upj 
T aome tvork, or 1 cuuld not have let' 

■ pray, asked my wife, who hud siep- 
%. into the kitchen alter (ne, trum' 
f do yoii suppose she comes ? 
|?d, rephed the woman, 1 should think 

I great distance; lor alihougli she 

la'll bnridle of linen in her hai>d, nhe 
|ther hat nor cloak on. 

lid oiy wife, looking at me and 
r head, that this is some luiforlu- 

mng creature, who knows not the 

God. 

■, madain, said the woman, I would 

I harbour any b;id pejson in my 

?aliy tliink that this poor 
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one by one the few clothes which the 
brooght with her. She has a handsome 
Bible and Prayer-book, which are con- 
stantly in her hands : these, she says, she 
would not sell if she could possibly help it^ 
for she calls them her only comforters. 

Did you not say, asked my wife, that 
Farmer Flemming knew this poor girl's 
father and mother ? 

Yes, madam^ replied the woman; the^ 
lived many years ago in this parish ; their 
names were Gray. 

Gray ! exclaimed my wife ; is it possible ! 
And she looked at me. 

I immediately put on my hat, and follow- 
ing the woman, hastened down into the 
Tillage, thinking as 1 walked along of the 
wonderful ways of God : how sometimes for 
a season the good seem to be chastened and 
the wicked to flourish. But we know that 
all things work together for good to them 
that love God. Rom. viii. 28. 

When I was arrived at the lodging-house, 
I was conducted into a small yet clean 
room ; where on a straw mattress, and 
covered only with a thin blanket* lay a 
young woman, apparently in a kind of doze. 
She was very pale, and seemed to be almost 
at the {^ates of death*; but there was nothing 
disgusting or frighlfnV \Tk V«x, "»& \W\^ \% vx 
had people whea tiae^j we «v^ ^'^ -^'WiXXR 



12 

die. She was perfectly clean and neat, and 
her face was composed as ihe face of a. 
little cliild ; for it seemed th;it she bad 
no wicked passions to disturb or agitste her. 
Whilst I looked at her, as I stood by her 
bedside; for I would not sofi'er the woman 
of the house to awakes her; t could not help 
thinking of James and Mary Gray, and I 
said to myself, is this the same pretty lively 
Susan, who not many years ago, waa blesied 
with a kind fatber and mother to take care 
of her, and to watch over her ! and is she 
now witbout a friend, without a home ? Is 
sickness so soon cornp upon her, and must 
she die, whilst yet in the flower and prime 
of life ? " But the days of man are as jjra 
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Standing wherefore I turned from her, and 
why I did not answer^ said, 

JSir, r fear by the freedom of my 
speech,! have offended you. You peihups 
do not remember Susan Gray. My father 
and mother hved many years ago in the 
little cottage on the river-side just below 
the church. 

By this time I had recovered myself, and 
turning to her I took her hand and said, poor 

Jonng creature, do you think it possible that 
should be offiended at your innocent joy 
on seeing me. No, my daughter, I have 
not forgotten you : I have not ceased to 
remember with affection your worthy pa- 
rents. But where have you lived since the 
death of your aunt? what has reduced you 
to this state? have you met with no friends 
in this W9rld to protect you ; and to supply 
to you the place of your lost parents ? 

She replied with a degree of piety which 
filled my eyes with tears of joy, I have not 
indeed, sir, met with ms^ny friends ; but 
that God who is the Father of the fatherless 
has not forsaken me. I have had many 
trials and temptations, she added, and those 
who ought to have been my protectors laid 
snares for me. But I trusted tbat ''Jesus 
" Christ, who gave himself for our sifts, 
*' would deliver me frotii' \.Vv\^ ^x^'s^^'^v ^<>^ 
'^ worldj according to t\k^ V\!& tjS. xa:^ ^^^ 
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" and my Father." Gal i. S, 4, And praised 
be GoH, said she, clasping her hands to- 
gether, he has delivered me ; I am now 
ahove the power of witked pieasnres. Al- 
though I am poor, sir, continued she, and 
socin must die, yet I am not unhappy; and 
now I am so hir on my journey, I nould notj 
■Wire it in my power, be restored to health, 
and return again into the busy and witked 
world. 

While she was speaking she grew very 
fiilnt: so for the present I besought her to 
Bpeak no more of the things that were past, 
ielling her that f hoped, should she get 
belter, to hear all her history. Then i.iking 
■book whicli Iny by her sitlej 




15 

sittend and wait upon the poor Aick girl till 
her disorder had taken some turn either ibr 
the better or the worse ; if death to so good 
a girl^ as Susan proved to be^ can be said to 
be worse than a restoration to health. 

But meihinks I run rather too much into 
length in my story ; for although my wife's 
kina attention to Susarf Gray still in reflec- 
tion gi\e me the greatest,, the most heartfelt 
pleasure, yet strangers may not take the 
interest in them which I do; I shall ihercfoie 
fehorten this part of my story. 

For about ten days" my wife and I con- 
tinued to visit Susan in the poor lodging 
house; at the end of which time she was so 
much better, that we removed her from 
thence to Nurse Browne's cottage, which 
being higher up the hili^ and situated on the 
lame sunny bank with my house, we thought 
would be more cheerful and airy for the 
poor girl. 

Nourishing food and good ^nursing had 
done much for her; but still the doctor, 
who sometimes visited us from Ludlow, 
declared ^he could not live. She had caught 
a cold, which had fallen upon her lungs, 
and was in a deep decline, which we be- 
lieved would probably end in her death 
before winter. But although she as well as 
those about her knew thal«\\e vi*a.%\\\ ^^^|v^ni, 
statcjyet never did 1 see a uvo\e ^\^^\Wv vr 



vas trirnuicu^ %.. 

ng journey winch she was so 
She spent many hours of th( 
iding and prayer, and sometin 
when the sun was high in the hes 
he air was warm^ she would sit 
of the house, looking arounc 
the green woods, the river r 
gh the meadows,-and the church 
lill, where she hoped her body 
ud beside those of her dear p. 
St her soul was mounting far abc 
ds to that happy place, where ' 
ho have endured temptation si 
3ivc the crown of life, which th 
ath promised to them that love 
les i. 12. 

l^hilst.she was at this cottage, 
«* and little, when she found hers* 
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I am an old man, being seventy-four lust 
old Christmas-day : I have been a Ket-lor 
of this parish forty years ; iind during that 
time I can say with King David, *' 1 nevor 
" saw the righteous forsaken, nor his setd 
" begging their bread." Psalm xxxvii. 25. 
I will not say that misfortunes do not some- 
times come upon very goc»d people ; but 
God is '^ a strength to the poor man who 
" fears him, a refuge from the storm, a 
" shadow from the heat." Psalm xxv. 4. 

Yet whilst I affirm this for the encourage^ 
ment of those who try to serve their God to 
the best of their power, I must not hide from 
you who shall read this, what has been the 
end of all the bad people whom I have been 
so unfortunate as to know since I lived in 
this village. I will speak particularly of 
bad women. I never Knew a vain, a light, 
or bold girl, whose end in this world was 
not shame^ poverty, or disease. For a time 
a bad young woman may seem to prosper ; 
she may deck herself in silver and gold, she 
may paint her face and tire her head like 
the wicked queen Jezebel. But these are 
the words of God, " Hear now this, thou 
^' that art given to pleasures, that dwellest 
*^ carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am 
^^ and none else besides me ; evil shall 
" come upon thee, ihow «\v^v Xi^V V\nsssr 

Awn frheace it riaexVi ; wA \siwiws& 
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see many bad women arount 
will spare them for their nu 
of Sodom, in which there w( 
men, was burnt with fire fn 
were there not ten good girli 
Tillage in which you live, t 
the sinners woula not save 1 
people will have their port 
inrhich burns with brimstone 

Nor must you hope that yt 
by being seci>et in your crin 
not dark with God. He knov 
thoughts ; and if we suffer c 
filled with evil thoughts, he \ 
us into heaven when we die. 

Attend therefore^ my good 
an old man says, who has 
book from his cradle to hiso 



SUSAN GRAY's 

ACCOUNT OF HERSELF. 

THE early part of my life, whilst my 

beloved parents were living, is very well 

known to you, sir, said Susan Gray ; I will 

therefore begin my story from the time 

when I was taken by my aunt, from the 

poor-house in this parish to her dwelling ia 

a little narrow street in the town of Ludlow. 

I was too young to''feel very much the sad 

change ; a sad one indeed it was, for even 

in the poor-house I had lived in cleanliness^ 

and had been encouraged to behave wellj 

but with my poor aunt I lived in dirt and 

rags ; I was suffered to keep company with 

bad children, to tell lies, to take God's name 

in vain, and even to steal. My aunt was 

old, and made herself very sickly by the 

constant habit, from her youth up, of 

^drinking spirits and strong liquor. She had 

never been an industrious cleanly woman; 

and now that she was advanced in years^ 

she became so dirty and disagreeable, that 

no decent person cared to enter our house. 

She had since the death of her husband^ 
sold by little and little all her furniture, till 
there was nothing left in her house but twd 
or three broken chairs, a dte^^^t v^\\\^>wAi. 
not been properly cleaned lot '^^"m.%^ ^tfss^ 
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the wickedness which went < 
My aunt not only herself tc 
in vain^ and entirely neglec 
duties, never going to enure 
she encouraged all sorts o 
come about her. I never 
for although she often indul^ 
wishes, giving me of the b* 
had to eat or drink^ and sul 
unpunished for all my fault 
times fell into the most viole 
me upon the most trifling 
would sometimes beat me se\ 
ing down her tobacco pipe 
and would at the same tin 
swear and tell lies^ without 
in the least. 

In this manner I lived til) 
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as a companion a little girl of my own age^ 
the daughter of a widow who kept an huck- 
ster's shop exactly op*posile to my aunt's 
house. — ^1 his child, whose name was Char- 
lotte Owen, was not much better taught than 
mysell^ although there was scarcely a girl 
in the town who was dressed in a more 
costly manner. Her mother had often forbid 
ber to play with me, telling her that she 
was much above me, and that it was beneath 
her to. be seen with a little ragged girl. But 
Charlotte was fond of me because I was 
lively and active, because I was more expert 
than herself in finding bird's nests, and in 
catching butterflies ; and she therefore 
resolved that she would still play with me 
unknown to her mother. 

When Charlotte and I had got into the 
fields opposite to the castle, instead of 
looking for sticks, we began to run races 
and to gather flowers. 

At last being tired we sat down upon the 
grass, and began to talk. 

The day after to-morrow, said Charlotte, 
is Sunday, and I shall go to church. 

So shall not I, I said ; I never go to 
church, 1 have not time. 

Oh ! said Charlotte, it is not because you 
have not time, that you do not go to churq|;i« 
I can tell you why though* 

And whyi said I hasu\^. 



BecKiue, aaid Chvlotte, yon bare nothing 
but tbose diitjr rags to go in : what do yon 
think the people woald say to see savh a 
creature come into the church i 

I began to be very angry, and jdmping 
up, I saidj don't talk to liie abont rags { 
I don't see what any body ii the bcttet for 
the gowD they wear. I am as good iwJtbe 
ben of them, indeed 1 am; and 1 begab to 
cry with pasiion. 

( wish I had my motber'a-BTeat looking- 
glass here, aaid Charlotte, laughing, that yoa 
might see yourself in that old brown stuff 
gown and ragged apron, and find what a* 
different sort of figure yon cut to me, in 
this nice stuff coat, this scarlet petticoat. 
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When I had gathered as many as J could 
carry, and had fastened them together^ 
I returned homeward. 

As I was crossing a narrow green lane not 
far from the town» I saw in the hedge one of 
the prettiest Htile birds 1 had ever beheld. 
He was not much larger than a robin, and 
had a hooked bill like a hawk, but his 
feathers were of the brightest red, blue, and 
porple. I immediately laid down my fagot, 
and walked softly up to the bush in which 
Jie sat; but no sooner had I put out my 
hand to take hold of him, than he hopped 
through the hedge into the next field : I 
followed him there, apd thought I was sure 
of him, when he again made his escape 
back into the lane. 

To shew you, sir, in what a sad wicked state 
my mind was, whi^ t saw that the little bird, 
bad again'escaped from me, I became exces* 
sively angry,and took up a stone to throw at 
bim ; but the stone by the care of God, who 
knoweth even when a sparrow falleth to the 
ground, who loveth all his creatures, and 
who will avenge the cause of the siuallcst 
animal who is wantonly tormented, fell at 
some distance from the little bird. 

At length with much trouble I caught the 
pretty little creature, and was surprised to 
find that he was so Xau\e ^& xo ^\v. ^\>^^'Qw.t&:^ 
^M^h AS my aum's wii^g^ >^^^ "^ ^^^ 



^as so delighted with my prize, ihal 
lling my sticks, 1 hastened into the 
I pmudly holdirig up the bird who 
ltd quieily upon iny hand. 
t as 1 was got into one uf the larges' 
i, I heard somebody cry out. Ah ! then 
istress's paracjuet ; and iminedimetj 
I decent elderly woman came up to me 
aid, with an air of much joy, my goot 
Igiil, where did you find my mistress' 

' mistress's bird indeed, said I ; it i 

d. No, replied the woman, tha 

lit he ; he flew out of my misii^ss'i 

this morning, and over the gardei 

|nto the fields. 

all thai he is not your bird, I answer 
mine ; and I was going to run of 
, when she caught hold of nr 
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Mjr aunt was at first very angry with tlie 
■ervant : but when she heard that I was to 
bave half-a-crown^ if I would consent to 
part with the bird, she turned all her anger 
upon me, and bade me give it to the servant, 
and follow her to her mistress's house to 
•receive the money. 

I obeyed ; but! looked gloomy and sulky, 
and went muttering the whole way to the 
lady's bouse. 

Vv e passed through several streets, till at 
length we came to one which leads up to the 
castle. The servant stopped before an old 
house close by the gates of the castle-walk ; 
she opened the door, and bade me wait in 
the hall. 

Whilst I stood there I stared around me 
with wonder, for 1 had never before been in 
a house belonging to gentlefolks. The hall 
was a large room, hung round with pictures, 
which I afterwards learned were taken from 
the history of the Bible. At the farther end 
was a window, partly filled with colored 
glass, which looked into a garden full of tall 
trees ; beside the window was a clock made 
of very shining black wood, gilt with golden 
flowers. On one side of the hall was a door 
which opened into a kitchen, and on the 
other was one which led into the parlour. 

When the set v axil Vi«A \i\w\<^\. \Skft. >K^si 
the bou9e, she weiit %Nxi\^x mk^wSs. ^^^ 



IT the fire-place was a colored pi 
very pretty little girls, one o 
n orange in her hand, and ont 
pon her finger, and the least helc 
the fire-side sat an old lady. 
)t then know what a sweet goc 
as, or I should have criea f< 
as very short, and having i< 
her mouth had fallen in. fiut s 
nd her eyes w€re bright and 
ood -humoured ; so that her fa 
ry agreeable. Sh^ was dresse 
•ilk gown, with a short white c 
I long ruffles and a white hoo 
). A little round table stood 
pon which lay her large bible, 
ellow cat was asleep at her feei 
', madam, said the servant, goir 
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hfad<?d stick in her hand, I will go myself^ 
said she, and speak to the child. 

I was by this time in a better humour ; 
and when the old lady came up to me, and 
began to talk to me in a gentle and kind 
way, I felt no longer inclined to be cross, 
but I smiled and courtesied, and gave an 
account of the way in which I had found 
the bird as civilly as posFible. When the 
old lady had talked to me for some time, she 
called her servant, and said to her, Sarah, 
I do not know ^whether my memory may 
have failed me, but I think their is some 
resemblance between this child, and what 
my eldest daughter was just before she 
died. 

It is now forty years or more, replied 
Sar^, since my dear young mistress's death, 
aflilf being then but young, I do not remem« 
ber her very well. 

But, said the old lady, look at the picture 
of my dear Clary, as it haii^. there over the 
mantle-piece^ and tell me it sh^ has not the 
same white hair and rosy color, and the same 
smiling eyes as this little girl : then looking 
kindly at me, she asked me many cj^uestions 
about my parents, and my way ot living; 
and when 1 had answered them, she gave 
me the money which had been ^^romiscd 
iae, and told me to come 'a^va. x^ Xi^\NiftNj»«. 
four daja afterwaid«. 
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But be sure," added she, "'before jea 
come agnin wash yourself quite cleaii, and 
comb your hair; for however poor yoa 
may be. there caa be no necessity for" 
uncleaiiliness " 

Thus did Almighty God provide a friend 
for me, remembering the virtues of my 
excellent parents; tor as the holy PBalmist. 
saja, " Blesse4 is the man that feareth the 
" Lord; his seed shall be mighty upoD 
" earth, the generation of the upright shall 
" be blessed. Surely he shall not be moved 
" for ever; the righteous shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance, Ps. cxii. 1,9,6. 

So did God in his mercy remember m^ 
>areuts; and when they were ao more, he 
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When I was dressed, she took me bv the 
band into the parlour; and said^ hete, 
madam, is the little girl to whom you are 
so good. 

The old lady got up from her chair; and 
having put on her spectacles, slie looked at 
me for some time, and turning me round, 
said, 

'Tis a nice little tidy girl tolook at, I wish, 
Sarah, we could as soon put her soul in 
order as we have her body. 

Ah ! madam, answered Mrs. Sarah, that 
is not so easy a matter; there- is no great 
difficulty in washing the outside of the cup, 
but it is an hard matter to cleanse the inside. 

Well, Sarah, said Mrs. Neale, but we will 
at least make the trial. I am told that this 
poor child has neither father nor mother : 
and it is a most blessed thing to be a father 
to the fatherless. Remember what will be 
said on the judgment-day to those who have 
clothed ihe naked, have fed the hungry, 
have visited the sick, and those that are in 
prison, *' Come, ye blessed of my father, 
** inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
'^ the foundation of the world. Matt. xxv. 34. 

Then looking in my face, little Susan, she 

said, should you like to go to school to learn 

to be good ? Will you be content to leave 

cff ptayiDg in the slceeX) «A\fti iji*'^ ^wi. ^^^ 

tfp four time to woiWva^ ^^Q^ v.^ iw^^^"^ 
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Children who [day in the streets with otben,; 
learn to lie and lo snear, and peihsps to- 
glenl. 'I'hey grow up to be idle, bold, bad. 
men and womsn ; aiul when they die, tbcy 
go to a place where tliey live wiUi devils in 
fiie and brimstone, and chains and darkness. 
But holy children, who never lie, nor swear, 
nor steal ; who pniy to God, go to church, 
and learo to read and to work, become 
modest, indast/ious, honest men and women, 
and when they die go to heaveo. 

But I tear that L ahnW tire you with making 
my story too long. It is enough to say that 
good Mrs. Neale sent me to a very nice day 
school, and every Sunday I dined at my dear 
lady's hou<ie, and read to her in the bible 
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and drank less; appeared cleaner in her 
person^ and now and then went to church. 

For four years Mrs. Neafe continued to 
send me to school, and in that time I had 
learned to read very well, could do any kind 
of needle<-work, and, by the means of 
Mrs. Sarah, knew a good deal of household 
business, of washing, ironing, and cooking 
in a plain way. But I had learned what was 
better than all this by means of my bible, 
and from goiqsr to church, and from the 

f;ood counsel ot my dean Mrs. Nealc ; 1 hud 
earned what every one must do who wishes 
to go to heaven, and what thejr must avoid 
if they fear a place of torment after death. 

When I was about the agteHof thirteen, 
my poor aunt died, and as I now had no 
home, Mrs. Neale took me entirely into her 
family, to wait upon her, and to assist 
Mrs. Sarah, who was getting past her work. 

I lived in this family for more than two 
years ; and these were the happiest years 
of my life. Not a day passed over my head, 
but 1 received some good instruction from 
my dear lady ; and I ebdeavoured as much 
as lay in my power to profit by these instruc* 
tions, and hc^urly to become wiser and better. 

At length it pleased God to take from me 
my beloVed Mrs. Neale, after an illness of a 
few dfiya. She d\ed ^1 >icv^ ^^^ ^"^ ^ 
eigbtjr^two^ A few Vtf«xt%'>a^'t«^^^ ^^^ 



I'd me to her bed-sicle, and talked to 

way as I never can forget. 

jsan, she said, in a short time I 

I laken iVoin this \Torld, where I have 

ml)' hard trials, and 1 trust, through 

L'v, shall go to that happy country 

liere is no sorrow nor crying. 

pt weep, my Susan, for 1 am going, 

1 the merits of lay redeemer, to the 

':1ren and kind husband whom I have 

, and in a few years, my child, I 

'. you again. Only continue to be a 

|r) ; remember the commandments of 

ivn aside from your duty by 

■ud pleusuresof this world; pleasures 

Kndure'Only for a short season, and 

I which is eternal torment. 

1 told me, that knowing she must 
' ; endeavouring 
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and ironing, and by needle-work. She is an 
industrious woman^ and bears a good cha- 
racter, and has undertaken to -receive vou 
into her liouse for three }*ears ; during w Iiicli 
time she ^ill improve you in her business, 
and you will then be fil to wait upon a lady. 

1 could not for sonde time answer, for my 
tears and sobs almost choaked me ; but whea 
I could speak, I thanked my dear lady for 
her kindness, and promised never to iorget 
the good things she had taught me. ' 

She then e:ave me three guineas to provide 
me with clothes whilst I was with Mrs Hen- 
net; from whom I was to receive no wages; 
and also she-jirave me her Bible and Piaver 
book, and a black stuff <^own and petticoat 
to wear as mourninu; for her. 

The same night this dear lady died ; and 
I remained in the house only till the funeral 
was over: then taking leave^ with many 
tears, of Mrs, Sarah, who set off the next 
day to return to Cornwall, where she was 
born, and where all her family had lived, 
1 went to my new place. 

It was a small, yet very neat cottage in 
the midst of a garden ; there was behind it a 
hill covered with tall trees, and beforcit were 
many pleasant green meadows, which reach- 
ed down to the river, through which was 
a pathway which Wd Vo Lv\A\vya. W\^\ss«v^ 
itself would ha\e beeu \jW\\:\>j ^^^^ S.\vsa 
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'ove to put on a more cheerfi 
IS a fine summer's evenings and 
t was sitting before the house-do 
I. My old companioa Charic 
whom Fhad seen but littles 
ed with Mrs Neale, was with I: 
:en a walk that evening to see I 
^h, here is Susan Gray, cried 
soon as she saw me. 
iVelcome Susan^ said Mrs. Bern 
I sit down^ my good girl. So s 
ced a chair for me beside her, i 
hand upon mine, added, I a 
^ou here, chiid. You and I s 
[y well, i am sure : and if you 
r work, you shall have no causi 
old lady's death, for you shall 
ling. 



T 
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so happy in my life as I bave been these 
last two years. 

Charlotte laughed, and Mrs. Beniict 
staring freely in my face, said, ccme, child^ 
v^ipe away those tears, and let me sec no 
more of them ; nothing spoils bcuuty like 
pining and crying. 

Then 1 never will cry, said Charlotte, or 
I shall never get a husband. 

Mrs. Bennet laughed, and clapping her 
on the shoulder, said, thou art a wise girl. 
Then giving me a dish of tea, come, cheer 
up, child, she added ; if you could but look 
a little more bright, you need not be ashamed 
to shew your face with any one. I dare say, 
before you have served half your time with 
me, I shall have some smart young fellow 
from Ludlow coming after you, with his fine 
speeches, and i know not what. 

She was going on, when I, remembering 
how often Mrs. Neale had warned me that 
God hated foolish and light jestings, adding, 
that if 1 hoped to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, I must keep my mind free from 
ever^ kind of impure ana unholy thoughts, 
bastiiv drank the tea which she offered me, 
and tnen getting up, said, that I was ready 
to do any work which she might have for 
me in the house. 

Ob, sir you down ag&\ti) ^xvvw^x^^ '^^.\ 
/ Aare nothing for jou xo Ao xo-t^x^v ^^^ 



:mained silent. 

Bless me, cried Charlotte, lie 
isan looks ! whv, we have affro 
suppose, by telling her that she 
jr beauty by crying. 

No indeed, I answered, I am not a 
It if you must know the truth, 
lite like the subject of your c 
harlotte. My dear Mrs. Neale po 

me many places in the Holy S< 
lere we are exhorted never to ta 
le and unprofitable things. I coul 
ease, shew you those texts in my 
No, for heaven's sake, child, s 
mnet; keep your preachments to 

hy, I suppose, by and by the 
iristians will deny us the use 
ngues. Come, let qb hear no mor< 
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so much modesty and propriety^ as she had 
the art to do. 

The next subject of their discourse was 
fine clothes^ and Charlotte gave an account 
to Mrs. Bennet, of the gowns and head- 
dresses which the ladies wore at Ludlow. 
Mrs. Bennet^ in her turn> described some 
fine dresses which she had lately made up. 

Charlotte wished that she could afford to 
buy a silk gown, and said, she should never 
be easy till she could get one. Then lurnmg . 
to me, Susan, she said, how are you off for 
clothes? Have you any finery to shew us? 
Come, open your box, and let us see what 
you have in it. 

To prove that I was willing to oblige them 
in every thing in my pov^er, J unlocked my 
box^ and laid all my clothes before them ;. 
but I had nothing fine to shew. 

Well, said Mrs. Bennet, when she had 
examined all my gowns, I cannot but won- 
der that Mrs. Neale, who every body knows 
tras of a very good family, should like a 
servant about her, dressed in such ordinary 
garments as these. Indeed^ Susan, you 
would look much betfer, if you would dress 
a little smarter. I dare say the old lady 
gave you a little money before she died: 
naw i( you would spend a few 8hilUn^& at 
the aext fair, in buying a\>\V.o^ vJcNi^>x^^^ 
voar hat, and a little trmmTO^ lort ^wx. 

€ 
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ind one or two lawn aproDs; yei 
[cut a much more creditable figure 
': a vast deal better in every respecl 
sd Vind said, it'you choose to treat mi 
I this finery, I will not refuse to wear il 
I that is quite out of the question 
Bd she; I have nothing but what 
}n, and it ia not to be supposed that 
have money to spend upon other* 
liow very well that you have monej 
L if you please. 

r for her, said Charlotte ; sei 
;s ! she cannot deny it. Bu 
s this, that if she chooses u 
such ordinary clothes, shi 
Jexpect that people, who can cut i 
Iguie, will be seen with her. 
latience was now almost gone ; bu 
I how offensive every expression o 



I 
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to go to bed, as I 'must rise early the next 
morning to my work. She then led nie te 
a small room upstairs, i/t^hich was within her 
own ; this she told me was to be mine. It 
bad one window, which opened towards the 
bill behind the huuse ; and from hence I 
could hear the song of the little birds among 
the treies^ and see the pretty flowers v^hich 
grew beneath in the garden. This room 
was so small, that it would scarcely contaio 
more than my little flock bed and the box 
which held my clothes : yet, nevertheless, it 
was a great comfort to me to have a place 
which I could call my own, to which I could 
retire, when I had a leisure hour, to r^ad my 
bible, and think over my conduct. 

But not to make my story too long, I 
must say in a few words, that for the two 
first years, my life with Mrs. Bennet was by 
no n^eans so uncomfortable as I at first 
thought it would have been, for my mistress 
was seldom at home. As I could soon do 
mo£t of the work she had to do within 
doors, she used often to go out to iron, ancl 
work in the genteel families in and about 
the town ; for there was scarcely any thing 
which she could not put her hand to. So 
that I had very little of her company, and 
of that light discourse which was so \3av- 
pleasant to me. , When s\ie >nvc& ^\.\\wxv^^\'^ 
/tf trucj that she did not aVviet^^ w^^x vs^^ '^^'^ 

c 2 
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kindly as I. bad been accustomed to be 
treated by my dear Mrs. Neale and Mrs. 
Sarah. But we must not expect that every 
tbing in this world of trial, will always pan 
OQ quietly and agreeably. She sometitues 
was very easy and free with me, as if 1 were 
her daughter, rather than her servant ; and 
then, without cause, she would become 
fretful and sullen, and it would be totally 
impossible to give her satisfacliun. Hut 1 
femembered well the words of St. Peter^ 
and 1 trusi was patient. 

"Servants, be subject to your miisters 
with alt fear, not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the (roward, For this is 
thankworthy, if a mfin for conscience toward 
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I newr went to Lucllow but when sliccieiit 
Hie on 'an errand^ and kept oui oi all com- 
pany whatever, as much a.s hiy in uiy power : 
for I, alas, was alone in the world, and liud 
no kind parents nor creditable relations to 
watch over me; God was my only friend^ 
and I determined that 1 never would do suiy 
thing to oft'end this kind, most powerful, 
and merciful friend. 

I saw very little of Charlotte Owen, 
although she came almost every Sunday 
evening to Mrs. Rennet's; and sometimes 
brought with her a .young man, the son of 
a neighbour, with whom she was so foolish 
as to walk in the fields and lanes about the 
town. But I saw she was a vain girl, who 
feared not God, and whenever she was 
with my mistress, 1 shut myself up in my 
little room, and read my bible if I was not 
wanted below. 

Charlotte, at first, laughed at me for 
lovins to be so much alone, and asked me 
if I did not shut myself up to write love- 
letters ; for her head was always full of 
these kind of foolish thoughts. But when 
she saw that I persisted in keeping out of 
her way, she would hardly speak to me 
when she came into the house. 

I bad now lived ^vith Mrs. Bennet more 
than two years and a V\a\<, wvdi v4v\ai\'c^0«A\v^ 
forwaxd with hope, to vVv^ xwftfc ^V^^ 

c 3 



KThich she had left me to get up. 
>er that I was thinking of my c 
ind mother^ and Mrs. Neale^ a 
lappy time^ when I hoped my 
oul would be taken from its m< 
nd would be carried by angds^ 
rith these good and most belovei 
1 the presence of God ; 
When suddenly towards dusk, ' 
^wen appeared at the garden wi< 
)ming up to the window before 
as standing at my work. What, s 
isan ? she said. 

I was surprised at the free m; 
lich she spoke ; but I answered 
e had always been eaually kind 
d 1 told her that I had been i 
y, and that my mistress was at 
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doet not look well to see young iromen 
valkiDg in the fields so late. 

Let US have none of your scruples^ I prnv^ 
Sasan^ said she ; you have lived with tHe 
old folks till you have got so starched and 
precise^ that you are quite tiresome* 

So saying, she went round to the door, 
and knocked very loudly at it till I unbolted 
it ; for when I was alone^^ I always fastened 
it when night drew on. 

When ' she came in, she took a chair 
beside my ironing board, and began to tell 
me of a very large merry-making and 
dancing at the Blue Bear Inn, at which she 
and her mother had been present the night 
before. 

You cannot think, Susan, how merry we 
were ; the room was so full we could 
scarcely move ; and we heard such charm-* 
ing singing, and all the girls were so smart« 
I am sure you would have liked it : why 
don't you come more amongst us, and enjoy 
yourself a little ? Here you shut yourself up, 
and mope, and are so dull. 

Indeed, Charlotte, I said^ I am so dull. 

But don't you think, said Charlotte, that 

Mrs. Bennet would now and then let you gor 

to a wake or a dance i 

. I dare say she would, I answered ; but I 

jiba// never ask her leave •• iot \a \j^ ^^^^^ 

ibe irutb, Charlotte » I Ao xiox. ^ifiv^^^^ 

c ^ 
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modest women have any bii; 
merry-makings. 

Lord bless me! and why not? cried 
Charlotte. Why, all the gentletblks have 
their dances, and ptays, and fouls; and I 
do not see why we shonld not have them 
too. Do tell me where ihe harm of them lies ? 

I can scarcely tell you, Charlotte, I an- 
swered ; for I never was at a dance, or a 
wake, or a fair, or a show in roy life. But 
will you own to me whether ynu ever went 
to any of these places without hearing bad 
language, without meeting with, bold or 
drunken men, who talk familiavly to you, 
who utter profane and wicked jests, and 
tslie God's name in vain ? now do answer 
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either be will liate tlic oQe^ and love the 
other : or else lie will hold to the onc^ and 
despise the other: ye cannot serve God 
ana mammon.'* Matt. vi. 24. 

Charlotte made no answer ; and for some 
time she sat quite silent. At last she said^ 
Susan^ when were you in town lasti^ 

The day before yesterday I fetcned this 
linen from Mrs. Nichols^ I answered. 

Did you seethe Capcain then i she asked. 

What Captain ? 1 said ; I know no 
Captain. 

Why, have you not heard of the Captain 
who is just come to town i Where can you 
have lived this last fortnight i He is come 
to lodge at Mr. Smitb*s the mercer; and 
he is tne finest, handsomest, freest, pleu- 
santest gentleman I ever saw in my life. 
He seems to regard his money no more than 
the stones in tne streets; and you cannot 
think how condescending and obliging 
bfi is. He smiles and is so gracious wlieii 
one meets him any where, and speaks so 
kindly. ^ 

: And speaks so kindly ! I repeated. Ob ! 
Charlotte, what business could a gentleman, 
a stranger too^ have to speak to a poor girl 
in vour situation? 

ohe coloured : a poor girl, indeed ! she 
miswered. I like tl\iU, S\x^;!kW\ "Ji \^w. ^^jN^ 
trulj ! I am no scrvuuv.. 
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laps not, I answered; but you mtisl 

t the genilet'olks do not look upon 

leir equal ? nor will a genctemao 

as such. You may be assured, 

1 a gentleman speaks freely to a 

Lroman in your state of irfe^ he means 

I says that the Captain spoke freely to 
ould wish to know? said Charlotte. 
ou not say yourself, I asked, that 
and spoke kindly when you 

, and suppose lie did, answered she } 
lose he should ihiuk me handsome, 
^lose lie should think of makitag me 
, where woulJ be the wonder? 
Charlotte, said I, gentlemen are Hot 
i raise up poor girls to be their 
y»u think, whatever the 
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neighbours^ we shall fall lower than we 
now are. 

•I am sure I don't want to raise my sol F^ 
said Charlotte. I did nothing to make the 
Captain notice me: 1 was walking very 
quietly down the narrow lane from the 
town towards the meadows^ when ho iirst 
thought proper to speak to me ; I am sure 
I did not speak first. 

But perhaps you looked at him, I said. 

Looked at him, truly ; why, who would 
not look at so fine a gentleman ? You can* 
not think how very handsome he is. 

And do you think, Charlotte, said I, 
because you did not speak, that this gentle- 
man could not find out what passed in 
your mind i When we are angry, do not our 
looks shew our displeasure, although we 
open not our mouths i You sufTered your 
mind to be full of this stranger; you 
looked at him and admired him : and he no 
doubt discovered these your thoughts by 
your looks, although you supposed them 
hidden by your silence. If he, therefore, 
treated you with any freedom, it was your 
own fault; and you have as much reason 
to blame yourself, as if you had tempted 
him to do so by speaking boldly to him. 

Upon my word, Susan, answered she, 
jou take nne\y u^otv ^o\x \^^<^^\. ^"^"^^ 
ma^e jou ruler oNet tBk^J^\^^^ ^^^ ^'^-^^ 



dnre to fiud fault ivitli me at this rate ? irliat, 
nm^t I neither look nor speuk ^ 1 suppose 
you would have me walk about with my 
eyes shut. 

I beg your pardon, Charlotte, said I^ if I 
bave spoken harshly to you ; but you were 
the friend of my early days, and although 
we have been but little together of late, yet 
1 cannot but love you, and i wish, if pos- 
sible, to convince you that you allow 
yoLirself in liberties, which you may think 
innocent, but for which 1 fear that you will 
be punished perhaps very severely after 
deatli. For although you are not so learned 

the gentlefolks are, yet you have been 
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broken this commandment of God, and 
unless jou resolve to repent^ and to think 
no more of these vain things^ 1 fear that 
you will make yourself not only miserable 
in this worlds but in that which is to come. 
For the holy apostle St. Paul says, " to be 
carnally minded is death.** Kom. viii. (). 

Charlotte made no answer^ but stared at 
me, as if instead of repeating the words of 
God, I had been saying some very foolish 
thing. And at that moment my mistress 
knocked at the door. 

Charlotte ran to open it, very glad I 
believe to break off her discourse with me. 

In came Mrs. Bennet with a large roll of- 
iine Irish cloth under her arm, which she 
laid upon a small table ; and throwing her- 
self upon a chair beside it. Now, girls, said 
she- guess for whom 1 am going to make 
that set of shirts ; look at the cloth first, see 
how fine and even it is, and tell me who 
you think it fit for. 

Charlotte said she presumed it was for the 
'squire of the ne;(t village, and I guessed 
the worthy Dean the Rector of our pariiih. 

Mrs. Bennet laughed^ and clapping her 
hand on the cloth, said, You are both mis- 
taken; it is for a finer gentleman than 
either of these. Why, Chmclotte^ I wonder 
jrou cannot think oi V\\tx\, Hv^t \ \ns^n^ ^ 
pretty shrewd guess xViaX V\^ *v^ ol\R.tk m^\^^ 



36 timey ciACM ^^-"jj -- 
Captain ? 

f ou have it now^ said my misti 
dth called me in to day as I 
f and told me that the Captal 
eak to me. I wondered wb 
ve to say to me ; but it was 
irts ; he desired to have two o: 
id washed by next Sunday mc 
isan^ you must set to work bj 
)u have but three days to do 
cannot help you. I am goin[ 
m, and we must not disobiig 
>r worlds. 

Oh ! Mrs. Bennett said Cha: 

nil give me leave, 1 will con 

nd help Susan ; it would be 

3e to work for so fine a gentle 

f *K«»,ir xinn^ Charlotte, si 
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say, ''That the thoughts of the wicked are 
an abomination to the Lord" Pro v. xv. vi(i. 

Charlotte insisted upon helping nic in uiy 
work; and us it was very late, Mrs. Iknnet 
asked her to stop with her all night. 

When 1 had finished uiy ironing, and had 
got them their suppers, 1 ajsked leave to go 
to bed, that I n)is:ht hear no more of their 
ivjcked talk ; and when 1 was alone in my 
little room, 1 knelt down and prayed to Ciud 
always to rt-member me, and to save me 
from being corrupted by tliis evil world. 
iVnd having sung the evening liymn, I laid 
me down in bed, and slept most pleasantly. 

Early the next morning I began my w ork ; 
and had done a great deal beiore Mrs. Uen- 
Det and Charlotte cante down to breaklast. 

As soon as breakfast was over, my n)is* 
tress went out, and Charlotte and I sat down 
to work before the door V\"e wcie lor some 
time silent; at length Charlotte throwing 
down her work, took out of her pucKet u 
small pattern of flowered silk, which she 
shewed me, asking me how 1 liked it? 

It is very pretty, said i. 

Should you not like a gown of it ? 

No, 1 answered ; I think that a silk gown 
would not become a poor sirvant 

Why, as you are a servaiit, it might nof 
suit you ; but 1 shall very VlOv.^\\W\v: v^ \^^^ 
p/i/, said she. Mrs. UaV\,\\\^ >^\i.^\\\i\vJ>KVi.\ 



already given Mrs. Hall ha 
towaras it, and I know that I 
able to raise the guinea. But 
say any thing about it^ for my i 
to know at present. 

Oh ! Charlotte^ said T^ what s 
to do? in what way can you g< 
unknown to your mother f Ant 
so mean and foolish as to c 
mother for the sake of a silk g 

Lord bless me! wby what i 
now ? why I shall shew my motl 
as soon as I have got it ; and 
I paid for it out of the monc 
uncles^ and aunts^ and grant 

Siven me^ afld which I shall sa; 
nd she will not ask many quest 
will be so oleased to see me so 
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.' Charlotte, I am very easy about that ; for 

I 1 shall only do to her as she does to others, 

even to the very best of her friends. For 

I not a day passes, to my knowledge, but she 

cheats some of her customers ; and as to 

' telling lies, she minds them not the least 

when she can get a few pence by them. 

But, said I^ if she is so wicked as to 
deceive, and lie,and cheat, is that any reason 
that you should do the same ? Remember 
these words, my dear Charlotte, which are 
taken from the holy Bible : " All liars shall 
have their part in the lake which burnetii 
with fire and brimstone." Rev. xxi. 8. 

But I am resolved answered she, to have 
the gown, so you may spare your preaching; 
only I beg you to say nothing about it. 

Will you ianswer me one question, Char- 
lotte, said I. How did you get that half 
guinea which yon have already given for 
your gown ? I know that but last week you 
told Mi^. Bennet that you had spent all 
jou had in the world on a new hat. 

Ob ! I am not obliged to tell you that, 
said she laughing ; but all I will say is, that 
I got it where I hope to get more. 

f begiii to be much afraid for you, said I ; 
this love of fine clothes will one day or 
other end in some sad evil. Indeed my dear 
Charlotte^. X beg you to l\v\t\VL wo vs\o\^ 'sJv 
this silk gown ; Be assured lV\aX\i ^qm ^o\^^ 



nave upon ourselves, little as 
If we deny ourselves some 
finery, or even some few com 
may give a little to those who 
want than ourselves, God w 
tenfold : but if we greedily > 
spend all we can earn upon o 
Lord, I fear, will say to us at 1 
of judgment,''* Depart from m 
into everlasting fire, prepared 
and his angels. For I was hui 
gave me no meat ; I was thii 
gave mc no drink ; I was a strai 
took me not in ; naked, and y< 
not; sick and in prison, and } 
not." Matt, XXV. 41, 42, 43. 
I think as you do, Susan, sai 
hat rich people ought to sp 
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am obliged to work hard for what I have ; 
but like the poor widow I think it my duty 
to give my mite to the poor. And I re- 
member what St. Paul says to the man who 
has been a thief; '* Let him that stole steal 
no more : but rather let him labour^ working 
with his hands the thing which is good^ that 
he may have to give to him that needeth ** 
Eph. iv. 28. And I could repeat to you 
twenty other texts in the Bible, to exhort 
and command us to take pify on the poor^ 
and to love our neighbours as well as our- 
selves; which we cannot be said to do, 
when we lay out all the money we can earn 
in decking ourselves forth, or pampering 
ourselves with delicate food. 

You have a vast deal to say, Susan, said 
Charlotte: but I do not think, with all 
your fine talking^ that 1 shall give up my 
silk gown. 

NoWj my dear Charlotte, said I, if you 
will promise to think no more of this silk 
gown, and will for a few years be content to 
wear humble garments, and to give of what 
you save to those who are in need, I think 
I can promise, that at the end oi that time, 
^ou shall have a finer gown than any larty's 
in the kingdom ; yes, a richer ^own than 
any queen ever wore on a birth-night. 

Charlotte Mailed^ and «cik&^ \Bk^ "i^^s^X 



— v^^wA^y w^**XA V^A4CAJ 



you talking? I do not un< 
And witn this beautifi 
yoii shall wear a crown c 
as bright as thf stars in t) 
my (tear ChArldtte, if yoi 
Tes^'of this world with a 
y'oti will i^ist its temptati 
to serve yonr God, yon si 
the sun hi the kingdom ol 
enjoy pleasures for even 
sence of God. 

Oh ! feow I understand 
Totte: y6u had quite puz: 
shining gown, it remint 
j^ilver lace trpon the Caf 

Jrou have no tiotion ho 
ooked it) it. 
I believe that I suroriset 
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have we pour giils to be talking unci joking 
uboni aCtiptniii^ 1 lieard too miicli ot' these 
jcxts. CharlotLc, ]:ist night; and whatever 
you may think of me, I um resolved that I 
ivill hear none ot'lhem to-day. 

She got up, and coming to the door of 

the -Iiousc, stood leaning with her back 

' against ilie post, laughing at me for some 

minutes; catling me moic nice than wise, 

prudish, and Bqucamish, and what not. 

Hut [ made no answer, remembering 
that it is said, "the servant of the Lord 
must not strive, but be gentle unto all ujcn, 
n|it to teach, patic'iit> in meekness instruct- 
ing iliose that oppose themselves." 2 Tim. 
ii. G4, 25. 

Wliilc she continued to laugh at me, two 
youn;[r men beionmng to the town, came 
running through tlie wood down the side 
of the garden. As they passed by the iiouse 
thay huw Charlolte, and one of them called 
to her, the other went on to tbc town. 

She no sooner heard his vuicc, than she 
ran to the wicket, and there stood talking 
and liiugliiug with him till our dinner 
was ready. 

As soon us dinner was over, she told me 
that she was tired of work, and wishing me 
a good day, took her leave. 

1 hud linishcd two q£ \,Uc'aVw\.%^a\\<J.'«-!is.V 

itii tbi:ui on Saturday c\tt.wtt^, ^w^ '^'^ 

» 1 
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I Sunday morning, it being a fine sanny day, 
i laid the shirts in a neat baskel, 
I and strewing them over with lavender, 
I ordered me to take ihem to the Captain's, 
1 You will not have time, Susan, said she, to 

fer back to the village chureh ; thereCore 
res- yoursell' before vou go, and when you 
1 havfc delivered the linen, you may leave your 
ket at meicer Sniiltrs, and go to church 
I in town 

I arcordingly dressed myself neatly, and 

taking the basket under my arm, was just 

going out at the garden-gate, when my 

mistress calling after me, said, Susan, you 

I Titaft ask to see the Captain himself, and 

I deliver ihf linen to him ; and if he aska you 

1 what he is to pay for the work, you must 

, whatever his honour pleases; for you 

)w ive must noi lis a price to so great a 



59 

the parlour door was opened^ and the Cap* 
taia came out. When I saw bis honour I 
began to be frightened ; for he was indeed 
a very fine gentleman ; 1 looked upon the 
ground^ and at first 1 could scarcely speak. 

Young woman, said he, (I thought rather 
angrily) what did you want with me ? 

1 hope that your honour will pardon me, 
I said, but m^ mistress ordered me to bring 
this linen to you. 

Hold up your head, young woman, said 
the gentleman ; I cannot hear what you say. 

I raised my head, and repeated what 1 had 
said before : but I was very much frightened. 

When he saw that I was frightened, he 
smiled and said very kmdly, tell your mis- 
tress, my good young woman, that I am 
obliged to her for obeying my orders so 
exactly. You are her servant, I suppose ; 
pray what may your name be. 

Susan Gray, t answered. 

And where do you live ? he said. 

In the cottage by the river-side, under 
the woody hill. 1 then made a courtsey^ ' 
and was going away. 

But he called me back, and asked me what 
he was to pay for the work. 

I answered as 1 had been told, whatever 
your honour pleases. 

He immediately offered me V\^^-'8i.-^\tv^'^* 
'wa0 aurprised, and said, 0\x\ w» ^icCv^ ^^ 

» 5 
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ftli ; my mistress would not take hs! 

, Siiid lie, ray good Susan, do yo 
ti" mistress what you lliink she luigl 
J and keep the rest yourself. 
fto, noj sir, said 1, rc-l'iising to take th 
\ I am only her servant, and liave n 
) the prohts of her work. 
'.'Eiplairi looked very l^rd indeed i 
■ie spoke these words ; and when 
he said, your mistress is \er 
liy good Susan, in sohonestaservan 
f must take the whole of this mone 
I I see your mistress I wi 
J for the work. 

|d, sir, I cannot take it; I than 

■ tor your generosity lo a pot 

\ I assure you thai I want for tiuiliinj 

ri,i;ht to take money which 
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forgiveness, and endeavored, daring the re* 
tnainder of the service, to think entirely of 
holy and heavenly things. 

As I returned home, 1 again reflected on 
what had passed between myself and the 

fentleman, and questioned myself whether 
had done any thing wrong or bold to make 
faim so free with me. It was but a few davs 
ago, I said to myself, that [ blamed Charlotte 
Owen for allowing him to talk freely to hcr^ 
and perhaps I have done the very thing for 
whien I took her to task. As our Lord Jesus 
Christ said in his sermon, *' Why beboldest 
thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, 
but considerest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye ? '* Matt. vli. 3. If I therefore take 
upon me to find fault with others, it becomes 
me more particularly to be blameless in my 
own conduct. 

Whilst I thought of these things, I came 
into a narrow lane which «led from town the^ 
to the meadows, in which our house stood. 
At the end of this lane was a stile, on each 
side of which grew some very tall trees, 
whose green boughs made a kind of bower 
Qver the headi 

When I came in view of this stile, I saw 
a gentleman sitting u|>(ii) it reading a letter; 
but I could not tell, because ot' vJcvt sWvW <^S. 
tJie trees, who he was, 
/ would have cone back aw^ VviNjw^^cv vc^ccCi^ 



^. 
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I way home, ihat I might not gWe him the 
trouble of rising to let me p;iss, but I aup- 
jjosed [hat my mistress would by this time be 
come from church, and would be in want of 

I her dinner. So I walked on. 

But when I came near the sille, I was mucU 
snrpriscd to find thai this gentleman was ihe 

I Captain. He went on readine the letter, and 
never moved from his seat till I was come up 
close to him. I stood wailing for some mo- 
ments; at last, I begged his honour's leave 
to pass. 

The first time I spoke, he seemed not to 

I hear me; and when I again asked him to 
give me leave to pjiss, he lifted up his eyes 
from ihc letter which he was reading, and 
without moving from his place, your servant 
he said ; where may you be going. 
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beck, and was going lo take tlte other tray 
into the meadows, akhoutrh it w;is nbove 
half a mile round. But lie, jumping tVuin 
the stile, followed mc, and said somctliiriir 
which I thuuglit ver; impertinent. Upon 
which I said lo him, if you forget, sir, iluit . 
jou are a gentleman, I shull furj^t also tliut I 
1 um a servant, and will tell you very plain- 
ly whut I ihiiik of you. 

And what do you think of nie, little 
Susan; said he, laughing. 
I 1 think, sir, 1 answered, that yoii are a 
I very wicked man: and aUhough [ may have 
jno friend on earili to take my part, yet God 
(Almighty will not suffer such hchuviour us 

/this to go unpunished. 

So saying, 1 pushed hastily by him, and 
by means of running as fast as 1 could, was 
soon out of sight. 

When I got home, I found the door locked 
and no one wifhin. [ soon opened the door 
with a key which I hud of my own ; and as 
my mistressdid not return, 1 ale my dinnci', 
and prepared to go to our little village 
church, where I prayed God to prestrve 
nie through every temptation, and finally 
to bring me to his heavenly kingdom. 

I had not been returned from rhurch 
Bbovc an hour, before my mistress came in 
iriib Charlotte Owen, anAx.'No w ■^x^a. w.-j-xi. 

j'ouDg women, and aa mMi-j 'jwisv-^^^'^^ 
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with whom she had been tuking a walk to a 
village some miles distant, where the^ ba4 
(lined together ai a public house. 

Susan, Raid she, as soon as she entered, 
muki? the (ire burn, and set on the tea-kettle, 
J'or we must have some tea as soon as possi- 
ble, and set us n table and chairs at the door, 

I did as I was ordered ; but whilst I was 
getting tea ready within doors, I was shock- 
ed at the loud laughing and jesting of mjr 
mistress and her company. 

The young men, who Hound had drunk a 
few glasses of ale more than ihey were used 
to, were extremely free and bold in their 
manner, and I was very sorry to see that not 
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Sere, tale this chair by me ; come^ we are 
-vastly merry. 

I see you are merry, T said ; but I shall 
beg not to make one amongst you. 

And why not ? they all cried at once. 

Oh ! do not oblige me to say^ I ans\%ered. 

What^ we are not good enough for you^ 
I presume, said Charlotte. 

None of these airs, Susan, said my mis- 
tress; a fine lady in truth you are, with 
scarcely a rag to your back, or a shilling in 
your pocket, that you should turn up your 
nose thus at your betters. Sit you down 
this minute^ added she, with a very naughty 
wonL 

William Ball at the same time took hold / 
of my gown, and was going to pull me : 
down into the chair by him ; when I stnigg- . 
ling hard, escaped into the house,and leaving 
my mistress and her company to wait upon 
themselves, ran into my own little room ; 
where 1 shut the door, and throwing myself 
on my knees, prayed God to protect me. 
Oh ! my God, I cried, I am surrounded by 
snares and temptations; deliver me I pray ' 
thee, from the evils which encompass me. 

My mistress did not call me down until 
all the company were gone, except Char* 
lotte Ow^n, who complained of a head- 
ach, and begged to ala^ >i\V w;^\. vcv. -^^ 
cottage. 
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Susan, said Mrs. Bennet, rs soon as I 
came down, any oilier misiresa but myself 
would turn a servant out of doors, who had 
behaved as you have done ; but in consider- 
ation of your having alnayg been an honest 
girl, [ forgive you this once. I ciinnot say 
that I should pardon you so easily, if you 
were to shew any of the*e sancy airs again. 
Surely my friends ure fit company for mj 
servant ! 

1 should think so in truth, said Charlotte, 
who was sitting in an arm-chair, leaning 
her head upon her hand, 

I thanked my mistress for forgiving me; 
and then turning to Charlotte, lo prove that 
I was not in an ill humour, hut iliai [ had 
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out. And v^'cre you so rude, Susan, as not 
to take the money t DoD*t you know tlisU it 
is the greatest aflrout a servant can put 
upon a gentleaian, to refuse his money ? 
Why the Captain will never forgive you ! 
How could you, Susan^ behave in such 
a manner i 

I did not want the money, I answered. 

Not want it, said my mistress : why you 
have not a handsome gown to your back. 
Every body says tliat you would be well- 
looking, if you dressed but smartly. Jhit 
as it is^ you are such a dowdy, such a 
country Joan, no one will look ijpon you. 
Is it not so, Charlotte ? 

Don*t talk to her about it^ said Charlotte^; 
she can't help her poverty : those Ayho knew 
her aunt, don't wonder at the figure she 
cuts — poor low creature? And as to. the 
Captain, I am sure he never would offer her 
money: and if he did, I am sure she never 
would refuse it. Don't let her deceive you^ 
Mrs. Bennet, with her fine stories. 

Nay, I do not think the girl would tell a 
lie, answered my mistress: 1 always found 
her honest euoitgh. But now do tell me, 
Susan, why did you not take the Captain's 
money ? 

Because, I said, although I am poor, y^t 
I fear my God, and 1 w\\\ xiitN^t X^:!^^ "jjc^ 
moaejr, hut such as I cau ^eX. Vjx «^vi \tfs^^'^ 
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a poor roan rich/' Eccles. x 

not for what reason the Capt 

the half-goinea; but I knew 

no good reason, for I had 

service, and stood not in need 

Not stand in need of ch« 

mistress; that may be as y 

be sure yoa have bread to eat 

^inly want for many comforti 

«aid before, yoa have not a d( 

2onr back : you have not om 
een patched in half a dozei 
i»ince you ^me to me, you hi 
new hat. 

But I am very well content 
I have, I answered. I r^ 
words in the sermon to-day, 
heard them I was verv ^lad tl 
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and hurtfal lusts^ which drown men in de- 
struction and perdition/* 1 Tim. vi. &— 9. 

Now had 1 taken the Captain's money^ I 
added^ the next time I met him^ if he bad 
been rude to ^me^ I should not have been 
able to have said what I did to him when 
I met him in the green lane: I should have . 
remembered the naif-guinea, and should ^ 
have felt ashamed. 

And suppose that I had the money, and 
were to buy a smart linen gown with it; do 
vou think that 1 should look better, or 
handsomer, or genteeler than I do in this 
old one, which is always clean and well 
mended? Let us poor folks dress^as we 
will, we never look like gentlefolfis; and 
then I said. As a Christian woman, I am 
above wearing finery which is given me by 
bad persons with bad intentions. 

For heaven's sake, Susan, say no more, 
said Charlotte, suddenly getting up; you 
take upon you most strangely, and most 
impertinently let me tell you, to call others 
to account: if a gentleman makes one a 
present, how do you know it is for a bad 
purpose? And let me tell you, that it is 
nothing but low spite and envy which makes 
you say, that let us poor folks wear what 
we will, we never look as gentlefolks do. 

I did not know what VvaiA isvi^Ae ^2sv^\Sfe>Nfc 
MO very angry ^ till 1 looked uTid ^vh S\^»x^^ 
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thought that all I had said 
money from gentlemen was m 

I made her no answer^ and 
to think what a sad girl she wi 
no longer doubt of her wicl 
continued to rail at me and 
some time in very sad langua, 
8aid^ Charlotte^ I pray you to 
I did Jj^i know that you had 
from ok Captain, and therefc 
mean to^ offend you by what 
now I have found out the trut 
vou to take no more from hie 
bold and a very bad man I fe 
will one day or otli^r have reas 
sorry for having had any deali. 

She would not hear what I si 
so loudly and so violently, that 
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Whilst I was setting the ten-cups, slip 
took up Chnrloite Owen's new hat, wliicli 
she had left the night heiore on u ch;»ir, 
ond phicing it on my head, she held ii|» her 
hancis and eyes, as if slie was mightily 
astonished, and cried, is it possihle! I couUl 
not have thought that any head-chess could 
have made such a difference ! Wliy, Susan, 
you look as handsome as the queen of May 
in that hai ; I protest that I should hardly 
have known you again. You must, ind^od 
yon must, have such a hat as th;:t. I do 
think, if you were to buy the silk and make 
it up yourself, it would not come to mor«: 
than five shillings; and you canifot think 
how very handsome you would locf^ in it, 
VVhelncr [ look handsome or not, I an- 
swered, I cannot afford to huv such a hat; 
for I really have not the money to spare. 
My dear Mrs. Neale gave me three guineas 
when I came to you ; but I have now been 
with you nearly three years, and in that time 
my shoes have cost me u guinea^ and with 
a littte linen which I have bought, and a 
commoTn -stuff gown, and with a few shillings . 
which I gave the last hard winter to our 

foor neigh hour who was sick of the fever, 
have not much more than half»a-guinea 
left, and' this I shall want to buy a few ne- 
cessaries, if /'should be *o Vvi-V^'^ ^i^v^^j^'v. 
« good p/ace when my tVnve \& O3ox x^x^"^^^ 
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she held ^ut the money. 

I was puzzled to think wh 
made her all at once so genero 
never before effered me so mu 
I looked at the half-crown fc 
she held it towards me^ and tl 
and at last I said^ I thank you 
your very kind offer; but if I 
tlie o^nj^y upon a har^ and t 
half-cTtJFwn of my own to it 
leave not to take it. 

She looked angry^ and puttii 
immediately into her pockety 
upon her heel, t^nd said sos 
which I could not hear. 

I am afraid^ [ said^ that y 
me very ungrateful for not re 
offer ; but I am sure that I am i 
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iimaments. I could shew you many places 
in the Bible, where we are exhorted not to 
k>ve the world, nor tlie things that are in the 
world. It becomes every one of us to dress 
decently, and With the utmost cleanliness ; 
but surely, whatever the rich may think it 
right to do, it becomes not a poor servant to 
spend her little pittance on needless finery. 

Certainly not, said my mistress ; I would 
not have you spend all you have on a hat. 
But if you were a little better dressed, Susan, 
perhaps some young tradesman or farmer 
might be taken with you, for you are a 
^s^ood-Iooking girl, and might choose you for 
his wife. And do you think, child, that if 
yoQ could get a good husband by spending 
a few extraordinary shillings, that the 
money would be thrown away i And then 
the wicked woman laughed ; for indeed I 
must call her a wicked woman^ 

If God sees tit, I answered, that I should 
marry, in his due time he will provide me 
with a worthy husband. But this is at . 
present no concern of mine; I trust in God, 
and leave him to do what he pleases with 
me. I will not be so bold as to take any mea- 
sures to ensnare young men, or to please 
them with my fine dressing, or to put myself • 
ID their way. Besides, to tell you the truths . 
liiaveiio aotion of thatWmA o^ tci^^ ^Vs.^ 
nui be pleased with a youw^ Ni^\£i»xi) *^3Cii^ 



jonneit, bosan/said my mist] 
now^ think better of it ; here 
half crown agaiiiF. Have you 
it towards buying the hat ? 

If you will give it to ma toT 
shoes^ or a coloured apron, I v 
I said ; and held out my hand 
HOf no, said my mistress^ th 
on shall have it, if you pleas 
ut for nothing else : for I wa 
with something smarter on yi 
that old fashioned black hat. 

Ah ! why, said I^ should yoi 
these vanities? If fos God's sa 
forbear trying to draw me a: 
your own you should rejoice i 
fond of the fine things of this 
than endeavour to fill my mind 

nf thorn 
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t\\ines wliicli were become so dear to me, I 
should pilfer you in a thousand little ways ; 
nothing that jcou have in the h.oQse would 
be safe; but I should be changing your 
bread for a ribbon, your dieese for a bit of 
lace, a candle for a fine pin, a piece of soap 
for a pair of buckles, and I'know not what ; 
and then as it would be no use to shew my 
iiiie clothes to the owls and the bats, the 
the horses and the cows, whenever you were 
safe out of the way, instead of doing your 
work well, I should hurry it over in a slo* 
venly manner, and fly off to town to shew 
niyself at the fairs and markets ; and instead 
of being a clean, diligent servant, as 
yon have been once or twice so .good as to 
call mei, I should be an idle, slovenly, 
good-for-nothing> saucy hussey. So 1 will 
not, if you please, buy the hat ; lest when I 
have got one fine thing, I should wish for 
another to wear with it, aiid so by degrees 
become a vain bad girK 

My mistress made no answer, for at that 
moment Charlotte Owen made her appear- 
ance ; and they sat down together to break- 
fast* 

After breakfast they both left: the cottage; 
my mistress having given me a task to do, 
and told me she should not return till night. 

I coniinned th work very ViwA i!>\ ^^^vj 
i^og. Mod had anished my taa\L\i^^^^^ ^'^^- 
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I just as it was getting dusk, ai 

Ion began to shew her face above t 

I the hills, 1 took a walk in the gi 

J enjoy the fresh air; it was a in< 

■t evening, and the violets and oili 

Itlowers of spring, filled the breei 

|eir most sweet Rmell. A nightingt 

ig among the branches of the trt 

1 of the hill, and her voice sound 

odious in the coLtage garden. 

'alkcd up and down> I thought 

■ny snares and dangers to which the 

1 persons are exposed, who haven 

lipinessto have good parents. 1 h 

|e friend in the world; I was da: 

o evil by those .who surround 

: whose duly it was to guard a 

e, seemed to take a pleasure it) e 

c to danger. 1 feared much ai 



77 

heart pnre from evil thougbU» aucl vain 
^ishes^ and above all thinss^ I besought 
him to preserve me from the snares and 
temptations, which evil persons might spread 
in my way. 

All ! what does it signify, I said, as I 
looked up to the skies, all bright and spark- 
ling with thousands and thousands of stars, 
whether 1 am happy or miserable, for the 
few short years which 1 am to spend in this 
world ! I am now young, it is true ; but when 
I am thrice my present age, 1 shall be an 
old woman, and must soon expect to lay me 
down in the grave. It will then be all one 
to me, whether I have been high or low, rich 
or poor, handsome or ugly ; but it will be of 
the greatest importance to me, whether [ 
have been patient and gentle, whether [ 
have served my God, loved my fellow-crea- 
tures, and prepared myself to dwell with 
angels and holy men. 

O my dear father and mother ! and my 
beloved Mrs. Neale! you are now happy in 
heaven, in the presence of your God and 
Saviour; you are no longer poor weak hu- 
man creatures, but immortal and glorious 
spirits ; all tears are wiped from your eyes, 
the Lord Jesus has changed your vile bodies, 
that they may be fashioned like bis glorious 
body. Phil. iii. 20, 21. God K\m\^v^ ^vys\\.> 
Added /, while the tears xau d^o^wtsv^ ^^^iS«A 
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ing'h^mn> as 1 had been used 
night before I went to rest^ when 
my dear Mrs. Neale. 

When I had finished the hymi 
my head on my arm^ and sat li 
the sweet voice of the nightingal 
sound of the wind amongst the t 
sidering what a poor^ forlorn^ an 
creature I should be, if there wer 
I and good God to take care of me 
\ of a sudden^ I saw a gentleman 
; garden gate and come towards m 
It was nearly dusk, but when 
near to me, I knew him to be th< 
Without waiting to think what I oi 
; I started up from my seat,- and rui 
the house, was going to pull the * 
• me, and to fasten it; but the genti 
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Pray^ sir, pardon me^ I said^ making a 
low courtesy. 

Is your mistress at borne? I wished to see her. 

Noy sir, I said, she is not. But if you 
please she shall call upon you to-morrow 
morning at any hour you may fix. 

No, he answered ; what 1 have to say to 
her is of little consequence. 

Then he added, looking very hard in my 
face, you have a very sweet voice, Susan, 
and sing most charmingly. Do you always 
when alone sing hymns? do you never sing 
any other than noly songs i 

No, sir, I answered, I Know no other. 

By whom were you brought up? where 
do your parents live? 

1 have no father and mother, I said ; but I 
thank God, although I am very poor, and 
have very few friends, that I was not ne- 
glected in my younger days, but was early 
taught my duty as a Christian. 

He asked me many questions about the 
way in which 1 had been brought up ; and 
when I had answered them. Sir, I said, 
will you pardon a poor servant, but as it is 
▼ery late, might I ask you if you have any 
message which I could deliver to my mistress? 

What, my little Susan, be said, you wish 
ae to leave you; you perhaps think tKQ.t 
VoSr mistress would be d\s^\^^^^ftk. S^ '^^ 
imnd me here. . 



so 

Wliy, pcrlia|)9, air, f nnawered, iookiog 
down iipiiii the ground, lor i was ;itrukd of 
looking so line a geiitlemjin in the face, slie 
miglit not be pleased, if she should h.ippen 
to return whilst you were in the cottaj^e. 

JJoes she often go out, Susan ? asked he. 

Yes, Sir, very ot'lCn, I answered. 

^V'ill you then let me come and see you 
some diiVi when you are sure thai she will 
nut return 

1 hulieve 1 looked very angry; for I felt 
veiy anpry, and I said, nir, you ruisiiikc me 
very greiUiy if you suppose that I refuse to 
do wliiit is wronsi; lest I should offend my 
HiisTrcss: no indeed, 1 do not only fear her 
disi.lL.';isure. but 1 fear tJiaiGud, whose e 
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to their -beauty more than the finest or gay- 
est orimments. 

I lintened to these things with so roach 
pleasure^ for I was glad to hear him talk so 
becoming a gentleman, that I forgot for 
«ome time to ask him again to deliver his 
message : at last, when 1 reminded him that 
it was late, and that it did not become me 
in my humble state, to enter into discourse 
with a gentleman : 

My pretty Susan, he said, although you 
are in the low state of a servant, yet there 
are many ladies who might be proud to be 
like you ; nor is there any lady whom 1 have 
seen in all my travels, that 1 should prefer 
4o YOU for a wife. Had I not a very severe 
father, who would refuse to give rne one 
shilling if I ytrere to marry without his leave, 
I would marry you, Susan, to-morrow, and 
think myself the happiest man in the world. 
Oh ! sir, ' I said, how can you talk so to a 
poor servant; surely it does not become you 
to degrade yourself, to deceive such an 
ignorant girl as myself. 

I am not deceiving you, he said ; and was 
' perhaps going on to say many more fine 
things, when Irecollecting myself, said, Sir^ 
J have listened to you too lone; you must 
jgo this moment. It is neither kt toe ^<\\^*ew^ 
M gentleman, nor for me «a «^ ^e.ix^^v^v^'^^^ 
May, more on these st»\>y&cl&* ^ \ ^^vj ^^ss^^^^^^ 



ve; but before he had passed throug 
lUaiy lie turned back again> and in a 
irtiy and polite manner^ begged my 
1, it' he had said or done any thing \ 
lid ofiend me. You take me tbr abad 
ian, 1 fear^ he said^ but 1 am not one 
future^ you may trust that 1 will a. 
mve to you, as 1 ought to behave 
:uous and discreet a young woman, 
le had scarcely gone out in the mca( 
en my mistress came in. 
Jid you meet any body in the path 
J I to her. 

No^ said she ; who has been with you 
ariottc been here this evening f 
immediately told her who had paid 
t ; and repeated all that the genti 
1 said. Scarcely had 1 done spea 
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leave, tnadam^ I will never go to his lodg- 
ings more. 

Not see him more^! said my mistress ; why 
you little fool, should you dislike to be a 
gentlewoman ? Had you rath'er slave nil 
your life and be a poor servant, than live at 
your ease, and be nonoured and respected P 

Why should 1 think, said [, that the Cap- 
tain would marry roe i did he not tell me but 
now that it was not in his power i 

Oh ! but if you would try to please him, 
said my naughty mistress, he would perhaps 
become so fond of you, that he would marry 
you in spite of bia cross old father. 

And can you advise me to tempt a son to 
disobey his father? said I, lifting up my 
eyes and hands. No, no, I said, 1 will 
neither tempt hiro to evil, nor shall he 
tempt me ; 1 will never, if I can help it, see 
him more* 

My mistress said no more on 4hat subject 
that night, but the next evening, she order- 
ed me to take some more of the linen which 
was just washed and finished, to the Cnp« 
tain's lodgings, and to ask for the money. 

When 1 heard this command, I was like 
one thunderstruck: I stood for some mo- 
ments silent ; at last I said, pray pardon me, 
my good mistress, but I must for once telWci 
to obey you. 
' 4tyouT peril, said sVie\ ^c^>Xk\^ xsi^^sw^^^ 




She etBti bc wamt -nay had mmes, and 
jaanog ha faia^ mii, am I to feicb and 
cxny at joar cnanaad ; Go too sballj or 
to bridewcfl MM ihdl be KBt. 

I imnbl^ *o Aatt I was obliged to sit 
dowD, for I wu Hoable to uaod ; bat I made 
uo answer. 

Are yon obttloaie ? do yon refuse to obey 
me fttillf aiked the, stooping down, aod 
putting her face, flammg almost nilb rage. 
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to be obedient to your mistress^ you bad 
best not look into it. 

My -Bible^ I saidj firfit teacbes me to serve 
my heavenly master^ and tben my earthly 
one. 

One would think, said she, becoming a 
little more gentle, that I had asked you to 
do spme very wicked thing: who would 
suppose that all this grimace is because I 
ask you to carry a basket a couple of miles, 

1 would carry it fifty miles, said I, ano- 
ther way to please you ; but indeed if I go 
to the Captam's house and ask to see him, I 
may expect any treatment that he pleases to 
oflfer me. 

But said she, I want the money early to- 
morrow before I go to town. Farmer Jones 
will perhaps call for my rent, and I want 
about pine or ten shillings to make up the 
sum. You have about as much as that left 
I think ; if you will lend it to me for a few 
days, 1 will excuse your going to the Cap- 
tain's, and will pardon f9r once your ill 
conduct. 

I immediately gladly fetched the money, 
not doubting but that I should be paid 
again, as I had more than once befoie lent 
her a few shillings, which I had received 
duly again ; and she had every where the 
character of being au hoi\tsl Y<ovc^^\i vcl y^vqX 
of money matters. 



«• mf^t t %,»M^^mm w«^ 



"word from her; and it really 8e< 
her way of usins me^ that she wi 
run away from ner. 

The ouly comfortable time wli 
ed^ was when she was from he 
indeed did I truly enjoy the peac 
of the house; then I could thii 
things ; and although I was quite 
liad not one fellow creature to sp 
I was not unhappy. But lest t 
should come again to the cotta| 
ivalked out before the door, noi 
M'indow ; but I generally took mj 
my own little room, where no on 
ine through the window ; for 
friend, and no one to take car< 
'behoved me, I thought, to be mo 
careful in my behaviour, than if 
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le rap at the kitchen window; bat I 
lought it best to keep close, and mind my 
ork^ and to let no one in but my mistress. 

One evening, I believe it was about a 
Ttnight atler the time that I had the dis- 
ite about carrying the Captain's linen to 
8' lodgings, my mistress, who had been at 
ork in town all day, sent a little girl to me 
>out six in the evening, to tell me that she 
lould be at home about nine> and that she 
loold bring with her a friend, who was to 
ip and sleep with her that night; and she 
fnt me her orders to make the house very 
eat, and to get the best of what there was 
>r supper. 

Accordingly as soon as the child had left 
e, I set every thing in order; and having 
ade myself neat, I sat down about nine 
clock beside a bright fire which I had 
ade : and whilst I waited for my mistress 
id her friend, I took the opportunity of 
lading a few chapters in my dear Mrs. 
eale's Bible. 

It was very near ten, and my mistress was 
01 come ; but I was so engaged with my 
ible, that I did not think how the time went. 
The part of the holy Scriptures which I 
as reading, was the account of the cruel 
ay in which the wicked Jews treated the 
ord of glory ; how tVvev xcv^qV^^Xxx^ci ^\n.^ 
ffetted him ; how Uie^ x«^'^^\ *^>x^ 



p the holy book, ana satuia^... 
reat love of God for us poor ere 
'hen we had enslaved ourselves 
ty our sins, sent his only son u 
»y his precious blood fromeveria 
md torment ; and now very bun 
{lorioos Lord Jesus Christ tak< 
>elf the shape and form of a [; 
liour many hardships and tria 
dure 1 as the holy prophet and 
said of him, *^ He hath no fori 
liness, and when we shall see I 
no beauty that wc should desire 
despised and rejected of mei 
sorrow, and acquainted with & 
our faces from him ; be was c 
we esteemed him not.*' Isaiah 
" He made himself of no re 
■** •*••*» ♦*»«» form of a 
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odrseTves> Strifing wlio sliaU be first, and 
who sball be ereatest. 

Then I could not but think how great the 
taetcy of God was^ in bearing so long wrib 
as sinful and obatinate bein^^s ; and t prayed 
that I might not be numbered among the 
wicked, but Lbat God woald send bis HoU' 
Spirit to strengthen me, and to make mc nt 
toreatst temptution; that in the last dny, I, 
I Might be thought worthy to inber-it eternal 
I happiness, througli the mercy of my blessed 
Saviour. 

Just as I had fioisbed this prayer, I heard 
a kaeck at the dbor: I immediately hasten- 
ed to open it, thinking foolisbLy enongb tbut 
it could be no other inan my mistress. 

But how surprised I was, when instead of 
Mrs, Bennet, m caine the Captain. Yet i 
did not feel so much frightened as might be 
supposed, for the Lord God had heard my 
prayer, and at that moment gave me great- 
er courage and greater power to resist 
temptation, than I should have had, had 
I trusted in my own strengtit. 

As the Obtain walked up to me, I stepped 
. back, and said. Sit, if your business is with 
my mistress, she is aot at home. 

My busineu is noc with her, Susan, he 
said, but with you ; and then be said some 
very fine things in my pt&i&e. 

But Hooked lety yvt^'j vq.<^«:«,^«xV\-s>t 



went OD to tell me how mud 
and many other false things. 

Sir, said I, if you loved i 
yon do, or indeed if you had 
ine, which every one ought 
feilow creature, you would r 
pain and trouble which your 
I am a poor girl without a f 
the favor of God, my goo< 
dear and most valuable to m< 
to be seen here at this late ! 
at any hour, my character \ 
and I should then lose all 
upon for an honest livelihood 

Must I never see you, Sus 
I thought that I was to be | 
for ever, I should never be 1 

As to that, sir, said T, I d( 
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him cotnei all pleasure, and we mast ttnow 
thai be will not bestow them on people, who 
do not think it worth their while to obtain 
hia favor. 

He looked at me very hard when I spoke ; 
hoc did not attempt to move. 

I beg and pray you, sir, sud I, to go away. 
What will become of me, if my mistress 
should find you here. 

Your mistress will not come yet, I am 
snre, he answered : and I have much to say 
to you : indeed, Susan, you must hear ir^e, 
or I will leave the'cbaoQ'y, and never more 
visit it. 

It would be better for us both if yoa 
would, I said. 

He answered, that I was very cruel and 
hard-heaned. 

But I willnotrepeatall the things he said: 
fooiish discourse cannot be too soon forgot- 
ten. It was a very long while before I could 
persuade him to depart ; nor would he go 
till I was much frightened, that 1 began to 
ehed tears, and tin he had heard me more 
than once pray to God in a very solemn 
manner to protect me. 

He then said to me, Susan, I will leave 
you ; but whatever you may say, I never can 
be happy again. In a few days I will go 
out of the country, and leUim \.o Sx ^"a TOi>i\^, 
laaaot *o bad a man as '^o'l ^xv^'atf^'^ 



uld marry you — uu.. . 
3ugh you are so charioing^ yet tie v 
iv forgive me for taking a wife frc 
a condition. 

le spoke all this in so earnest a mo 

t I almost believed he did not mei 

?eive me. But I still persisted ths 

oiild go away. He hegged very hard 1 

Duld see him once more before he 

udlow, but^Ijaidj^X-^)^y..P.!?.L§U^^*^ 
So great a gentleman as you are, ou/ 

lave nothing to say to one in my cone 

Will you sometimes think of nie^ ' 

aid he, as he went towards the door 

'. am far away in the wars and in 

ands i 

Sir, I replied^ I ought not to think 

Mit sometimes I will pray God to b) 

- *hsit you will des' 
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threw myself on my knees before him, and 
prayed him for the sake of God to depart. 
He seemed to be toached by my grief: he 
begged my ))ardon for having caused me 
60 much trouble^ and at length left the house. .^ 

As soon as he was gone,! locked the door 
and bolted it^ and then throwing myself on 
niy kneesy with my face on a diair^ 1 thanked 
God for having delivered me from this evil^ 
and enabled me to endure this temptation ; 
then sitting down, I began to weep very bit- 
terly indeed. 

At last being come to myself> I wiped 
away my tears, and stirred the fire, think- 
ing that my mistress would be coming 
every minute; but when I looked at the 
clock, afid found that it was nearly twelve, I 
thought that something unexpected must 
have happened, to keep her intew«ii ail night. 
I would not however go to bed ; indeed nil 
alone as I was, 1 should have been atraid. 
I therefore sat down in my mistress's arm- 
chair, and throwing my apron over my head, 
I tried to sleep. But at first I trembled so, 
that I could take no rest, 1 could not help 
thinking of the Captain ; and although be 
had been very wicked in coming to the cot^ 
tage, yet I thought that he had done better 
than some persons would havedone, in leav- 
ing it at my desire. 
/ recoUected that he \\a4 %^\^\v^ ^^'^ ^"^^^ 
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lig to the wars, and felt sorry to tb 

t he shoukl be" in danger of being kil 

n I thought that if I were a rich 1 

I he loved ine^ I would marry him, 

J to make him good ; which was a foi 

Bught, and I was afterwards very ai 

Ih myself for it. 

t was past two o'clock when I fell as! 

I slept till six o'clock, waking 
V and then as if something had fVi 
d me. 

fhe striking of the clock then waked 
; fire was almost out, and there wa 
. but what came through the crei 
Ithe door and window shutter. At fi 
lid hardly tell where I was, orwliy ins 
Imy bed, I was sleeping in a chair ; 
I 1 recollected what had happenec 
t, and how the Lord God hat 
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never thought myself so desolate and friend- 
less before; and this shocking idea cauie into 
iny headj that my mistress had staid out on 
purpose the night before^ to give the Captaia 
time and opportunity to come to the cottage. 
Could I but be sure of this^ 1 tliought to my- 
self^ be the consequence ivhat it might I 
would leave her^ and endure any hardship 
rather than live with so bad a woman. 

I had just got some sticks to make up the 
fire, and had put the kettle on for my mis- 
tress's breakfast, when I saw her coming up 
the path-way through the meadows. 

You may be sure that I did not go to meet 
her, or seem as if I was glad to see her. 

Good morning, Susan, said she, as she 
came into the house. 

I was busied in taking the tea-cups and 
saucers from the shelf, and wiping them. I 
did not turn towards her when she spoke, and 
scarcely I believe made her any answer : for 
as you may suppose, thinking what I did of 
her, it was hard for me to be commonly civil 
to her. 

She placed a bundle of linen which shq 
had brought with her upon the dresser, and 
said in a very brisk tone. Well, Susan, how 
are you disposed for work this morning? 
these things must be done to-day. 

I still scarcely madc^ any ObUa^^t >^v^\ V^^nsJA 
b&rdlj speak.. The teax^ c^wa^'voxa \sv^ ^^^^'^ 



cress to sec «...^ 

observed them^ and thinking, |^^. .. 
ed woman as she was, that by my 
silence I bad at last fallen into tl 
which she had laid for me^ she came 
to me with an exulting and malicl 
upon her face^ such methinks as th 
angel might have h^d when he had 
our first mother to disobey the c< 
of God; and laying her hand i 
arm^ bending forward at the sam 
look in my face. Why^ how no 
said she> wast frightened, child^ 
left alone last night? could yoi 
well by yourserf? and then sh 
aloud. 

I turned to her with a look w 
her start, and shaking her ban 
-^ Wicked, abandoned won 
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opened my ejres^ and shewn me the dangei^s 
of my situation: henceforward^ O my Fa- 
ther !' [ will trust only in thee^ and" confide 
no longer-^in ;vickecl people^ who can plaa 
my destruction^ and who would rejoice in 
my downfal* 

And pray, Susan, said my mistress, who 
are these wicked people of whom you speak i 

Tbose^ I said, who could leave me last 
night. 

Sne aiFected to be surprised, and said. Lord 
bless me ! is all this uproar about my beinc; 
kept out last night? Why, Susan, must I 
send to ask you leave, if by chance 1 am 
iepi from home a night ? 

By what means aid the Captain know, 
said I, that you were from home i 

The Captain ! said she, what of him ? 
. Do you not know, said I, that he came 
liere late last night? and I am well per- 
suaded, knew thai you was not at home. 

Heaven is my witness, said the wicked 
woman, that this is the first I have heard 
of his being here. 

^hen she affected to be mightily angry 
with him : she called him many harsh names, 
and said, that althoagh she had not been 
brought up so precisely and stiffly as I hadj, 
yet that she was as muf^h above doing a bad 
action as I could be; and pretendaA \» ^"^ 
^reatly oiJended at i^y sua^^cXvck^\«t^ KsA 

r 4 



f 



inin^ about it. 

Susan^ said she> I foi^ive yon 
deration of joar being upon the 
very honest and good girl. Bnt in 
have used me yery ill in thinkinj 
commit a crimen for which I shool 
to lose my life. 

During the rest of the day my 
was kinder to me than she had 
some time. In the evening whilst 
ac work^ Charlotte came in. 

I had not seen her since she hs 
such offence ac^ainst what I said, a 
ceiving the Captain^s money. As 
she came into the door, fixing her < 
3n me, So, so, a fine lady in truth 
Busan, said she, taking upon you t< 
ind argue with your neighbours, 

Hlf* for thic nw%A -. — J 
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raftj I u\i, indeed Charlotte^ I do not un- 
derstand you ; what have I done i 
• What, have you done! said she, in a 
taunting way; how innocent you look. And 
so you pretend not to know what you have 
done; but this I will tell you^ miss, your 
wcharacter is abroad, it is the town's talk ; 
-some whom you have deceived with your 
iine grimaces and preachments, wonder nt 
you ; i>ut others say that they never thought 
the better of you for them. 

My mistress began to laugh, and tapping 
Charlotte on the snoulder, said. Why, what 
HOWj my girl i methinks you seem somewhat 
warm. 

Warm, repeated she, taming to Mrs. 
Behnet, I warm ! what should make me so i 
If Susan chooses to behave like a fool, it is 
^o business of mine: only 1 think that those 
who can do as she has done, have no right 
to be lecturing and domineering over others^ 

On hearing this I smiled, for I could not 
^uess what she was talking of. 

You may laugh if you please, miss, said 

she; but when you come to be out of place, 

you will find it no laughing matter. Then 

she called me by some very bad name, and 

said that no decent person would take in 

such a wretch as I had proved myself to be, 

' I b^gan to \)e ?u^\«wA.>^^ '^'«i>^^'^^^ 

^Heaven's sake, CVx%x\fiXXfc> v^ ^^>^'^^^ 

^are done. 



nd ot the lane^ nas seen Dim n 
vening come over the stile into tl 
lows: aye> and ha^ watched him 
ery hoose^ and seen him tap at the i 
Vnd last night> Susan^ where was i 
aid she^ tauntingly, now I have 
^Vhat have you now to say, miss 
lave you no Scripture text to q 
There now cry and sigh, and look 
jTou little hypocrite, now that all 
irays are out. 

Indeed I could not help cryio] 
(vas thunderstruck, when 1 heard i 
things, and thought how very dii 
cnight perhaps be, although I was 
cent as a new-bom babe, to clear 
character. 

What have you now to say, crie 
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true; SasaD is a good girl. ■ I mn snre T ne- 
ver saw an; thing wrong in ber when t was 
Bt home. Then you know I am nut a i;ood 
deal, and I cannot to be sure, everv body 
must know, lay wbal she might do when t 
am out 1ateatnight;nay, all night, as I was 
last night. 

I got up from my chair. Heaven Torgive 
me, quite iu a fit of anger, and said to my 
mistress. Oh ! you wicked woman, is tliis the 
way ID which ydn defend the character of 
a poor friendless injured orphan? O my 
heavenly Father! I cried, throwing myself 
on my knees, protect me, I beseech thee, , 
protect me, for ihon art my only ftiend. 

Charlotte looked at me as I knelt; and 
when I arose, she burst into a loud 6t of 
laughter, and used some very rude and brutal 
language. My mistress seemed half afraid 
of joining with her; nay, she even be^ed 
her to spare me. But although her words 
condemned her, yet her eyes looked as if she 
jejoiced in seeing me thus disgracefully 
treated. 

I had been so lobg used to ill language 
and cruel treatment, that I could bear much 
'with patience; but indeed I now felt my 
heart very, very sad, I placed myself io a 
chair at some distance from the cruel Char- 
lotte, and throwing my s^Ton d'stt ts.^ W»» 
'fobbed most bitlerlv. 



true that the Captain had very often 
the cottage^ when I did not know o 
that, as might be well supposed, I; 
visits, particulurlyhis having come t 
last night, when my mistress was li 
be in town, had made even my bes 
think very iH of me. 

This the cruel ffirl took care to p 
to me; and then tninking to make i 
still deeper, she said. Do not think 
that the Captain, for whom you have 1 
good name, has any love for yovir^ 
truly, don*t trust to that. Tis likely 
that he should be steady to a poor '| 
girl ; when he. never for a week to{ 
true to the finest lady in the land. 
tell you, Susan, that' there are many 
betters even in Ludlow that he has di 
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anger ogainst me was from this cause ; that 
since iho naughiy gentleman hud become 
acquainted with me, he had taken less notice 
of her than he had done ht^t'ul'e. 

When I found that tiiis was the case, I 
wiped away my tears, and getting up und 
coming towards her, my dear Charlotte, said 
J, if we have either of us ever talked ol the 
Captain, or being led by hiin to do any thing 
wrong, which however 1 hope is not so, let 
us repent and be sorry for our faults, and 
]et ua think of him no more, hut turn our 
hearts to some better thing. Do not let us 
add to our faults -hy reproaching each other, 
and blazing each others follies abroad in 
the wo^ld. 

O yon littte artful hussey, said she, what 
would you have it thought that I am a part- 
ner in your faults ? I think of the Cuptani ! 
I hate the Captuin. 1 would rather marry 
a blind beggar out of the street than such a 
gentleman. But, thank Heaven, he is go- 
ing om of the country ; he has given w»rn- 
ing to leave his lodgings. He is gaing 
abroad to the wars, and may the first shot 
that is fired firing death to him. 

W'hrlst she spoke these wicked words, my 
mistress looked towards me with so keen a 
look, that I conid have thought nhe was 
neorchinginto my ver^ heaT\.. 1&m\%'^%. v:u\ts& 
cec'iiotiitiigtlierejGoabe^isvwA.tX^^'OGv^xt^^ 



XD^l we suuuiu lucci uu muic* 

But I will say do more^ added Su! 
i]poD this subject. The hours o 
draw fast to their close ; I may h 
few days only in which to finist 
8^ry. 

y And so that I may not run too c 
leogUij I will say in a few word 
next day when I went to do some t 
Ludlow, I found, alas ! that I w 
garded in the light I had form* 
Some of the young men of the'to^ 
ed and looked after me as I passed, 
thought lightly of mcr'^ Mrs. Fell 
cer^s wife, told me plainly, that s 
would, she could not but be^eve i 
been very incons(iderate^/and M 
the mantua-maker, who had promi 
me A olace. told me that she couli 
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worthy people denying her their notice uud 
counteaaoce upon a light saspicion. 

I came home as you may suppose unusual- 
ly sad and cast down. 1 had not a dry eye 
the whole day : sometioies I could scarcely 
help thinking thut I was dcaltloo hardly by ; 
and once I was so foolish as to wish very 
earnestly that I were a rich lady to marry 
the Captain ; then I thought that I should 
be above the contempt and abuse of the 
world; and if the Captain loved me as he 
said he did, I could make him very happy, 
and persuade him to be good. But this was 
a foolish wish, and had God Almighty 
granted it to me, I might perhaps in pros- 
jierity have forgotten to serve him, and as 
our blessed Lord says, " What is a mini pro- 
fitted, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul ? " Matt. xvi. S6, 
But 1 thank God that these foolish thought^ 
did not long employ my mind ; the follow- 
ing day was Sunday, and then I went twice 
to our little village church, and humbled 
myself before God, and prayed him to for- 
give m'ymurmurings, and if not in this world, 
yet in that which is to come, to turn my 
sorrow into joy. Then I thought 6f"how 
little signification it was what my fate mij;ht 
be in this world, nay I even tliought that 
k was perhaps better fot me \.V\a\. v %Ws^^ 
be afflicted ; for at tha W»e Vja^E, "Si^^Kiw^sk 



anci cuiiLcu«.%.M ... 
led with great pleasure and delight 
linetieth psalm, which was sung by 
pretty little children, who were put< 
»ol and clothed by the squire's lady, 
please, said Susan Gray^ I will repeat 
this psalm, if it is not quite fresh ia 
lind^ that you may think what a fine 
there is in it to all persons^ who be- 
high health and strength think that 
hall live many years, and are full of 
IS thoughts what they shall eat, or what 
hall drink, or wherewithal they aball 
*thed, for who knows what a day may 
forth. 

Thou tiirnest man, O Lord, to dust. 

Of which he first was made ; 
And when thou speak'sc the word retur]|j 

'Tis instantly obeyed. 
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So teach us, Lord, the uncertain sum 

Of our short days to mind, 
ThtLt to true wisdom all our hearts 

May ever be inclined. 

When I heard this psalm I was in as good 
health as I had ever been in iny life, and 
being very young, death seemed fi|r from 
me: yet since that time, I have never been 
Lable to serve my God in his holy house, and 
never now shall enter a church till I am 
carried thither in my coffin. Before a week 
was gone I was seized with that mortal sick* 
ncss, which soon will cut mc down and 
wither me away. . 

But to return to my story. When I got home 
in the evening, my mistress asked me if I 
would go with her to drink tea with a friend 
in town, and see some of the preparations for 
the fair which was to be the next day. 

Alas ! said I, what have I to do with visits 
and fairs ? I who am now in such a sad dis- 
grace among ro v friends i 

Well but, said she, if you stay at home, 
people will say the Captain will be with you. 

T cannot help that, said I ; I shall shut the 
door and bar the windows when you are 
gone, and will remain in my own little room, 
nor will I see any one who comes.^ 

She said a great deal, trying t(^;persuade 
me to go with her; but I was ^XsiiiAs^ "^^^ 
dlthough it made her very angxy , n^v vnr^^^ 



eight O'clOCK^ A S»tiaiA ^ 

As soon as she 'was gone^ 
tip in my own little room^ an 
foot of my bed, continued 
evening reading my bible. A 
dak-k, i shut my book and 
what I had been readings oft 
Dess which God has promise 
for his sake, give up the \ 
world. I remembered sto 
dear Mrs. Neale had told i 
and women, who for the sal 
and for the love which 
Saviour who died for then 
lives, some being burnt t 
and others being killed by t 
submitting to be starved, 
deep dungeons far from tl 
*• -i-- e«in rather than 
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keep myself apart from those who would 
tempt me to sm. 

Then I thanked my God for dealinsr thus 
kindly with me; for requiring so light a 
sacri^ce from roe, and for promising so ex* 
ceeding great a reward to my poor endeavors. 

My mistress did not come home ; so about 

nine o'clock I went to bed and slept most 

sweetly ; till at break of day I was awakened 

^ by • thie CFowing of the cock,, and by the 

bleating of the sheep upon the hills. 

Having earnestly prayed and besought 

. God's blessing upon me that day^ I went 

down stairs and began my work, . About nooa 

• I saw my mistress coming along the path-^ 
way from the town; she carried a large bas- 

• ket under her arm, and seemed from her way 
- of walking to be in a great hurry. 

When she came to the garden wicket, she 
called me several times with a loud voice to 
open the cottage door As soon as she was 
in the house, she set down her basket in the 
midst of the kitchen, and standing for a few 
minutes to rest herself with • her arms upoa 
: her sides. . 

Susan, said she, you must see and bestir 
yourself. Why. this is the most unlucky 
thing that could* have happened : I was en* 
gaged to assist my cousin at the Blue Bear, 
ana have been obliged to leave e^^^s \.\\\^% 
at sixes and sevens, audvx\\'8^\v\ij.iv^^^sx^'^^i 



ow ^j Y, p '^ some »^*- — 

some y"l 8Jl aif these n.c 
^ay judjfe ;y ,ib you. 
jO,bav«broogn^. aeed,88 

A ?'«»7Srra»t thing t> 

*°"^* via htvc heard ine 
^'"^•mJtoanget days'* 

the widow laa^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 
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this evening, and that the thought of com* 
ing to drink tea at m^ cottaffe,and bringing 
with her her two neicet. My lady will foe 
with you by four o'clock^ provided it is very 
fine weather ; but mind« dame Bennet, added 
he, in his droll way, if there is one^drop of 
rain, you must not look for us, 
, So Mr. Thomas rode out of the yard, and 
I came home, in spite of my cousin at the 
Blue Bear, who said she should be hurried 
to death to get her business done without me. 

Although I had reason to think that my 
mistress had often before said the thing that 
was not true to me, yet 1 could not suppose 
that all this long story about my lady We%t 
and Mr. Thomms, the footman, was every 
word of it quite false, as it proved to be. I 
could not have thought that there could have 
breathed on earth so very bad a woman as ( 
found my mistress to be very soon afterwards, 
I believed that my lady West and her neices 
reallv were coming to visit Mrs. Bennet: 
and (bestirred myself very much to get every 
thing in tiie nicest order for them. 

I rubbed the tables and chuiTS as bright as 
a looking-glass, and dressed the mantle-piece 
and the shelves with primroses, and cowslips 
and violets, and such sweet jBowers as 1 could 
gather in the garden and on the sunny bank 
above the house ; and whetk V W^ "^mv 'c^vv>^%. 
iM-irettle lo boi\| and ^(XaA^^ \sc^ \siL\^iv^^v^^ 



ly best white^pron a..^ 

St as 1 had finished dressing niysci., 

ress^^ame into my room, and seeme 

n so good a humour that 1 could not 

very much pleased with her at the t 

nough since 1 have been shocked to ti 

her wicked arts. 

She praised me for looking neat : she b 
iat [ loved to be called neat; and said 
had been an excellent Ju[>usewife o' 
:lothes. She then took out of her pur 
new pink ribbon^ which she said her c 
had given her as q fairing. 

But I am too old^ Susan, added % 
wear pink ribbon ; and as vou have 
^ '*<rl lately, I believe 1 must pn 

^ '•tade me sit dow 
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It wa« four o*cloek, a^id my lady West not 
being come, my mistress bade me go to the 
top of the garden^ from wbence 1 could see 
the road through which the coach must pass 
for nearly a mile. But I could see nothing 
on the roud but & few asses eating thistles in 
the hedges : so I sat down upon the green 
bank to wait till the coach should appear. 

I remember very well what passed in my 
mind whilst I continued ro sit there alone. 
The evening was then very Bne, although 
there were some very dark and anery clouds 
restineupon the tops of the Clee Hills^ which 
are. full in view of my mistress's garden. 

The belts of the town were ringing most 
pleasantly^ and the flowers filled the air with 
their sweet smell. 

My mistress had told me whilst we were 
at dinner that she had seen the Captain with 
his soldiers march out of town early in the 
morning, that they had taken theif leave of 
Ludlow never more to return ; and that it 
was very true, as Charlotte Owen had said, 
that they were going lo fight in some far 
distant country beyond the sea. 

I thought with pleasure that my great trials 
as 1 hoped were at an end, that I should never 
more be liable to be tempted to turn aside 
from my duty by this naughty gentleman : 
yet, at tne same time, lvJEii>\x^\ Vx.h^'w^^^^x-^ 
Md tbiDg that be iVM>u\A ^<Ei ar^^^ ^^^^*^^ 



Thcfe*t ao tepontaoee in the grave 
Kor pirdon ollvrcd to the dead* 
lust as a tree cut 6»wa that fell 
Te noiih or sottthward» there it \i 
80 roan, deparu to heaven or belU 
Kx'd in the lUte wherein he diet. 

Oh ! how dreadful a thing is 
that to many thousaDds oi yoi 
forget that they have immortal so 
and for Cde sake of a few momei 
sure lose millions and millions 
happiness : but the time will s 
when every man shall be rewarc 
ing to bis works. Then will thos 
offended their God, b^ cast into 
fiesSf where there shall be w< 
gnashing of teeth : but the righte 
.rewarded with an exceeding grea 

Whilst such thoughts were pa 
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to think that she will not come ; and that will 
be very provoking after f have been at all this 
cost and trouble to get things ready for her. 

Perhaps, said [, those very black clouds 
on the tops of the hills have frightened her} 
indeed I fear that we shall have a storm this 
evenjng, the air is so hot and sultry, and 
every thing is so calm and btill. There is not 
^ the least wind to shake the leaves of the trees, 
and look how the cattle arc all getting close 
together in that large field. 

My mistress made no answer to this ; but 
giving me the nosegay which she had made. 
There, Susan, said she, let me see you wear 
these Sowers this evening ; here let me fasten 
them for you in your bosom ; 1 have a par- 
ticular inind that vou sh^uild look well before 
my lady VVest; for if she should take a fancy 
to you, I might perhaps persupde her to take 
you into her family as a kitchen girl ; and 
then although you will be forced to work, 
yet you will at lea^t be kept from want, 
which [ am sorry to say I fear you are in 
some danger of ; for I do not know how it is, 
the gentlefolks^about here have got a strange 
4ipinion of your character. They will have 
.h that you received the Captain here at night 
When I was from home : it is a sad, a 
very sad thing, when any slur U vkvtvx^a^^ 
upon k poor girl's cVvtvrACVex \\x.\'3. ^"^^^"^ 
next to iuipossfljle for Viet \o O^e^x^V^^^^^- 



i 

I 

j 



but I am sorry to say I do no 
Vfiil find it so easy to get age 
you go from me as vou may t 
sure 1 cannot afford to keep j 
ypur time ; winter will be cc 
things are much dearer now tl 
came to housekeeping. Besi 
not take you without a charac 
I cannot in conscience after 
pened, give you one. 

Not give me a character . 
astonishment; whv» my dear 
have 1 done to lose your g 
Whatever other people aiay tr 
know very well that 1 have nc 
thing to deserve an ill name 
into your service. 

I must own. said mtr .•»:-*— 
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upon my arm as I sat upon the grass^ an^' 
the tears ran down oiy cheeks. M j mistressi 
having peeped over the garden-hed^e, pre* 
tending to look for the coach, which 1 sooa 
afterwards found she had not the least ex* 
pectation of Si'eiug. turned hastily round and 
went along the green path into the house. 

Alter she was gone, i remained sitting 
alone on thegrass^ till the clouds rotleci from 
the hill and covered the whole skies The 
wind began to whistle in the woods, large 
drops of rain began to fall, and several dis* 
tant claps of thunder weix heard. 

1 then got up, and lifting up my eyes and 
hands to heaven, uttered a short prayer 
to God for mercy and protection: which 
having finished, 1 ran down the hill, and in 
a moment was at the door of the house. 

Theaoor was shut. I thought as 1 pulJed 
up thi^iatch, that 1 heard some voic*es within : 
ibut, oh J think what was my surprise, when 
ion opening the door, 1 saw the Captain talk« 
Sng with my mistrcss-^the Captain, who I 
^ben thought was far away from Ludlow, and 
jwhom 1 never, never more expected to see« 
Surdy at that moment I foresaw the ills that 
iwere about to befal me ; for my heart seemed 
jat it were to sink within me, and 1 dropped 
jupon. a chair which stood just beside the 
threshold, without having ^>ower tA ^'(^^^'^^^ 
jDBj scarcely to move. 
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-c-cing you o„ce again "' 

»..n. .uvay 3r„„r faee" are 
«'» icnirned ? are vo,. 

' '>« tears ran down «, 
«•«" iook at nJff/jS,?^"^ 



119 

Vow before me, and prayed me to have pity 
OD him. Those were the words he u«cd. 

Have pity on you! repeated f, wipinjj; away 
my tears end cherking iny subs ; you ask tor 
pity, yet will not bestow it on otnprs. Oh ! 
rise, K>r heaven's sake, rise; and do not de- 
mean yourself by kneeling to a po6r servant. 
Qh J that you would grant me the piiy yim 
■eem so hnmbly to ask. Wlien you first knew 
tne. I had but j«w friends indeed ; but now, 
oh ! my Ood I I have not one on earth. 1 
had (hen a fair and spotless reputation — ia 
what light am I now thought of I 

So grent was my anguish and grief of heart - 
wheal ipoke these words, that had nut my 
mistress, who Ktoud by me, caught m.e sud- 
denly in her arms, i should have dropped 
from my chair. 

The Captain seeing me look very pale, was 

irbaps frightened ; fur iminediuiely be rose 
^rom his knees, and lo give me air opened 
the door of ibe house, which my mistress 
had shut lO'keep out the rain which now 
lieat io very fast. 

My mistress gave me a rup of water, and 
I very soon began to revive, and to recover 
from the fright into whirh seeing the Cup- 
lain so unexpectedly, when 1 believed him to 
Ikeaofar away, had thrown me. ThcCuptain 
teeiogme better, wa5^om^^\V».^"!.\KbV^.-^*. 
ip^e ejccase for hav in^ caxxw.^ "o*- >'=' '^'^-^ 



pel 
fro 



:ea with usf Susan will be proui 
you ; and very luckily I hu\ 

ve in ihe hou^e such fare as i 

td to b9^ ashamed of oiferin 

ntleman. ^ 

So saying she placed a chair for 1 

in, and began to busy herself in 

a. 

The Ca|":*.:n sat down on the clis 
te had offered him ? but never did 
le look so sad as he did ; he leaned 
pon his aim, and for a lon^ t:im< 
ot to raise bis ey^es from the grour 

I should have wondered to ha^ 
.is sadness, and thought it Strang 
een so great and gay a gentleman 
lowo, had I not remembered wht 
Vlrs.'Neale had often told me, tha 



■-» *r%f%t 
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for I had tiot at yet moved from my chair; 
and bidding me wipe away my tears, which 
still in spite of all 1 could do, continued to 
run down my cheeks, she placed a waiter in 
my hand, and ordered me to carry the tea 
to the Captain* giving me a look at the same 
time, a» a signal to clieer up and not look so 
downcast. 

I trembled so, that I thought I should 
have dropped the waiter; and when [ offered 
the tea to the Captain, which 1 did, making 
a courtsey at the same time, the tears again 
«ame into my eyes and ran down my cheeks. 

Be lifted bis eyes from the ground and 
Jooked up to me with such a look of bitter 
grief as 1 never saw before : i offered him 
the tea: he t6ok the waiter from me, and 
placine it on the table, suddenly seized hold 
of both my hands and said, Susan, my dear 
Susan, [ love you, and I think that you love 
me; why should not we live together? I will 
marry you, I amxetiQlYed |[H[in, in spite of 
StJ^ihir^iti spite, of .all. tihe worlds 

Then ne swore* and called his Maker to 
witness to the truth of alLbe^aid. 

Ofa } most honoured sir, Jaid Susan Gray, 
3irhat will you think of me when I tell you 
that I did not try to get.awair from the Cap* 
tain, but that 1 listened to him for a long 
while. I forgot at that time to ^ca^ to G^^ 






• t«»w 



pAiy that ye enter uu*. 

-spirit indeed is willing^ but the fle 

\Matt. xxvi.4K 

I hearkened to the Captain wl 
ine how greatly be loved me, 
rae to go with him to London, w 
.that 1 shoald become his wife: I 
kpr him he told me into far distai 
and when he was wounded in bat 
iiuise him and comfort him ; 
^hich he promised to love me, 
leave me. 

Oh ! I tremble^hen I tbir 
near I was falling into th^ snai 
laid for me. Oh I my G^d, n 
-can I shew my love and grati 
for having saved me from sin, 
eviU is far, far the worst ! 

•^'» '• " *^^ ^untain contini 
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tempests in the hot countries, in which houses 
are thrown to the ground, and trees torn up 
by the fierce winds ; and he seemed to pay 
little regard to the thunder and the hghtnings. 
But 1 began to be very much frightened by 
them; nay, 1 could almost have thought 
that they were sent by a kind Providence 
to alarm me, and bring me to a sense of my 
duty : for as it were all at once [ awakened 
as from a dream ; I recollected how wrong 
it was in me to listen to the flattering and 
deceitful wordjs of the Captain. 1 thoughf of 
the God who made me^ and the Saviour who 
died for me, and struggling very hard I tried 
to get my hands free. But when the gentle- 
man would not let me go, I fell down on my 
knees before him, and prayed him for the 
take of God to think no more of me ; but to 
have me to gain my livelihood in nn inno- 
cent and honest way, and to serve my maker 
if) that humble state in which he had been 
pleased to place me. 

He looked at mie I thought with pity, and 
I pleaded so hard with him, thai he would I 
verily believe have left me, and have thought 
no more of his wicked purposes, had not my 
mistress said to him in a reproaching and 
taunting way. What, will you now give her 
np when you have almost succeeded ? 1 see 
thai her heart relents, aud ^\\^ ^'\VV V ^\s^. v^^ 
go with ydU. 



[1 



^'""rr^r'mc to eo with him 
P*ShM"w»«ny shocking 
liDW many deceitful proouses 

iZ>t not but tUat I shouU 
been deceived, and should 
suaded lo have given up aj 
iMUOg happiness in a won 
few jears, nay, perhaps tor 

of wicked pleasure in this I 

frranted me bis help. » r. 
my dear Mrs. Neale had of 
human beings are so weak,. 

, so unable i6 endure hard 
. who hope to pass in inno 

Mife, must fly wmp^^f'""',? 
Cnd confidently think th 

.^withstand it. _ 

y ,. I thought of th's. *"_• 




Account of yoDr condact towards' me. Yo« 
Beem both resolved on tny ruin^ and I, alas ! 
have no protector but my God. But, added 
If before you proceed in your wicked pur* 
poses, i pray you reflect a little: remember 
that you cannot recal an evil action ; innov 
cence when once lostj can never^ never be 
restored. / 

I do not remember whatwas my mistress's 
answer : but the Captain repeated many of 
the wicked vows and promises he had made 
before, and swore that he would never 
leave the cottage until I would go with 
im. 

To this I made no reply but remained 
silent, thinking of the plan which I had in 
my head. In the mean while, my mistress 
coming up close to me, and laying her hand 
upon my shoulder, painted to me in very 
strong Goloui^ what would be my situation 
if I refused to go with the Captain ; how that 
my reputation was now alas! quite gone; 
that when I left her service, no one would > 
take me in ; that I was not strong enough for 
hard labour without doors ; and that I should 
be condemned lo idleness, shame^ and 
begjjary. 

The Captain then described to me the 
happy life I should lead with him ; the ease 
in wtiicb I should live; the rich QctiM0A5cA.% 
with whica i should V»^ d^^«^\ '^t.^^'^ 



if I refuse to go with the v>o 
exposed to shame^ and want 
ment. • But I- remembered 
our blessed Saviour, ** Then 
hath left house* or parents, 
wife, or children, for the kir 
sake, who shall not receive 
in this present time, and in tb 
life everlasting." Luke zviii. 
And I said to them whilf 
mytears, I beseech you su 
a few moments only to my 
I m«iy wHieTiiJdhe thibt; of 
said to me, and consider w€ 
do: For indeed, I said, I 
bewildered, and very grea 
y They were both at fir 
- -•A! nay, my mistress 
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of my room was so small, that I should 
have thooglu it impossible at any other 
time to haVe got through it; but I wa? now 
resolved, be the consequence what it would, 
to make the trial, particularly after what 
Thy mistress had yaid. ^ 

As soon as [ was alone, I spread a hnnd- 
feerchief upon the bed ; and having placed- 
on it my bible and prayer-book, and what 
little liAen I cbuld hastily get together, t 
tied wp the corners of the handkerchief, 
aPtid threw it from the window into the gar- 
den. The dim twilight, for night now came 
on very fast, hardly gave me light to see 
what ( did. 

' Then without waiting to put on hat or 
dioak, without regardrrtg Ihe rain or the 
wind, or the lightning which flashed agaia 
dnd again in my face, I climbed by means 
of my box into the window, and with some., 
difficulty got but Upon the thatch. Now' 
the root of the house sloped down to the 
hill-side, so it was not far for me to jump 
iAto the garden ; and then I wa» as active 
and as brisk as a bee, although I am now so 
poor and feeble a creature. So truly does 
the holy prophet say, " '* All flesh is grass, 
^nd all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field : the grass withereth, the 
the flower fadeth, because the Soititot; tbA. 
Lord 'bioweth upou it. YrndSc^ A^'^i"! ^ 



8C2[rce1y even see the cottage 
account pf the very beavy rain ¥ 
then falling. 

NoH being a little recovered, 
climb the hedge, but the grou 
very slippery by reason of th 
slipped back several times ; and vi 
at last got over it, I found that tl 
deep ditch on the other side rum 
-with water. /\ found some jdi 
crossing this, and then without 
seek for a path, I struck into t 
of the. wood : for just at that 
fancied that I heard a voice. 

As I went on through the wood 
by briers and brambles; apd 
worse, after much pain and i 
found, when I had made my w 

.*-t — A.^^„ *Km» 1 vBtno etVll VA«*V 
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on me^ that I found it difficult to go on. 
It was now become quite dark too, the 
lightning only now and then giving me a 
momentary view of my path. 

As I came nearer the barn I heard voices^ 
and soon saw a light through the crevices 
of the door./l went silently up to the door, 
and looking in, I saw a party of gipsies, 
vihom I had heard infested those parts 
gathered togettier round a few embers ; and 
whilst they ate their last meal, they amused 
themselves with singing. 
- I knew that these were no coiiipanions for 
.me; I therefore with a sad heart turned 
from the barn, and at length with great 
difficulty found my way into a long ^^reen 
lane, out of which I knew very well that 
there. Was a' turning which led to Ludlow^-^ 
I thought that if [ could reach the towri 
without being discovered, that l-mi<j;ht find 
some secure lodging for the night ; and I 
felt no doubt but that God Almighty would 
provide for my future safety. For these 
words of St. Peter came into my mind, " If 
ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy are 

ie, and be not afraid of their terror, neither 
e troubled."' I Peter lii. 14 
But the lane being shaded by tall trees, 
and the night becoming darker and darker, 
the raiki having by no meau^ c^*eA^4\ V 
i»isaed the turniag whVeVv \ed Vjo xicifc varH^^ 



I«V V«tV*B*a^ 



gan aimo8i tu biu. 
beins^ ^uite drenched with wc 
around me, and made it very di 
me to walk; and the lightning 
flashed often in my face, and th> 
^hich rolled. over my head, made 
ble; and I had almost resolved i 
'Sown on the wet ground, and gi 
up to my hard lot, when I saw I 
a light. It came from a cott{ 
^stood close by the way side. I ma 
of my way up to this cottage, in ten 
to beg shelter; but as I walk< 
i^'indow, I looked up and saw tw 
ins men sitting before a large fii 
table stood by their ^ide covered 
and tobacco-pipes, and an old 
knitting in the chimney corner, ' 
Tnpmhered ■ often " to have se 
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gpent I sat me down on. the trunk of a tree, 
which was fallea by the way-side ; and very, 
very sad indeed were my thoughts. Yet in ' 
this .hour of deep anguish, God Almighty 
was my comforter: 1 remembered these 
words of the holy: David : •" Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death 
I will fear no evil, for *thou art with me.: 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me: thou 
preparest a table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies." Psalm xxii. 4, 5. And 
I felt at that moment a most delightful 
assurance that my God was well pleased 
with my humble efforts to serve him, and 
that my poor sacrifice was accepted with 
my Maker. Forlorn and desolate as I then 
was, without a friend on earth, and not 
having a place whereon to lay my head, yet 
I would not then have taken the place of . 
the most prosperous wicked person. -''^ 

Whilst 1 was thinking of these thingfi, it 
pleased God that the rain and the thunder 
should abate: and soon the clouds rolled 
away, and the full round moon was seen in 
the heavens. /Tiiis was a great com tort to 
me, for which I failed not to thank my God, 
And now being somewhat rested, 1 arose 
and walked on, till at the end of about twp 
more aiiles, 1 saw at a short distance a 
church upon a hill: I could jvx*s»v*s»^^ x^^^ 
/d/7er spJrfiimjSg abov.e aom^ *\xx^ v^w^^* . 
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six years old^ i bad but a very fai 
brance of it. 

1 was glad however to see th 
and I walked on towards it y\\ 
the entiance of the village./ i k 
the Arsi bouse I came to, this haf] 
be a -iodging-house, and the go 
not beine'gone to bed, although 
after midnight, bhe very kindly t 
Very kindly indeed ; for the Hgi 
was by no means a very creditab 
I had neither hat nor cloak, my 
handkerchiet were torn by the 
brambles in the wood through v 
passed ; all my clothes were sti 
with wet, and my eyes wen 
swelled with crying. 

Whilst the good woman to 
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would not blame me for what may now seem 
very straage to you. Tlieu 1 began to weep 
afresh. -- 

Tbe woman answered^ that she hoped 
^hat I said was true for my own sake : then 
seeing that I was quite spent with grief, and 
with the great labour which 1 had gone 
through, she took me into a small room, 
where 1 was very thankful to lay me dowa 
oa a straw bed. 

Being greatly tired I very soon fell asleep; 
but 1 had many uneasy dreams, and awoke 
by dawn of day crying as if my heart would 
break. 

I looked about me, and for some time 
could not call to mind where I was. But 
when I remembered ail that had passed the 
day before, and thought of my unhappy 
situation, in a strange place, without friends, 
without money, for L had lent all that 1 had 
left to my mistress ; and not knowing what 
Avould become of me, or how I should be 
able to earn my bread, I really thought that 
my bitter anguish and grief of heart would 
bave put an end to my lit)p. But I called 
to mind these words: ** What glory is it, if 
•when ye be buffected for your faults ye shall 
take it patiently f but if when ye do well and 
suffer for it, ve take it patiently, this is 
acceptable with God/' \ V«v^iv\^^^. 
And O my Godl Vwk\A, V v^^^\^^^ 



iijuiiais : 

Then I arose from my bed, 
dressed myself, I took IVom m; 
dear Mrs Neale's Bible, ai: 
account of the sufferings and 
jl blessed Saviour, and also the h 
j holy martyr Stephen, who wa 
death, and of other prophets ar 
who had endured very great pi 
rows, and had laiddcT^n their 
sake of their God.. 

And when I had read the: 
thought no more of my own ligl 
that is, I felt no more dispo?>< 
and murmur at them, although 
all [ could do^ I could not si 
sorrow which sat heavy upon 
and what perhaps made me les 

so. WMQ tHnf ffe\nt% Kr»»».*» »— i-~ — 
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found the family at breakfast. The mistress 
of ihe* house seeing me look ill, offered me 
a dish of tea which I did noc refuse^ al- 
though 1 would not eat any of her breads 
\vhi<cTi she would fain have had me take* f 
shall remember her kindness to my dying 
day, and never will in my prayers forget to 
ask God's blessing for her ; any other ittura 
I cannot make her. 

After breakfast I sat. down on a bench 
in the chimney corner; for although the 
weather was very warm, yet I shivered with 
cold like one in a fit of the ague. 
y^ My landlady seemed to be very sorry for 
me and asked me if I had long been ill ? I 
answered, as I then believed, that 1 had 
only a slight cold, and hoped soon to be 
better. I thanked her for her kindness, and 
.^^asked her, whether she would let me con* 
tinue to lodge in her house^ if 1 could get 
any work in the parish. 
y She said that she liked my way of speak- 
ing, and my manners better than my ap[)ear- 
ance ; that my coming to her as 1 had done 
through the storm the last night without hat 
or cloak had to be sure a strange look, but 
that she had seen nothing amiss in my 
behaviour. 

I hope the time will soon come, %XA f, 
wh^ \ shall be able to e\^^x ^^vs^^^^j^ 
yovt, and toprov^vo xouvVi^vV^^^^^"*^ 



I then inquired if it would be { 
get any work in the village. 

She asked me if L had been us< 
doors work. 

1 said that I had not; but that 
be thankful to be put in any bont 
getting. my bread. 

You do not look as though yo 
for hai'd labour, she said. 

I answered, we know not what * 
till we have tried. 

You seem very willing to do { 
she replied. I am going this .m 
carry this woollen which I hav* 
farmer Flemming's: the farmer be^ 
harvest to-morrow ; perhaps he wi 
objection to another hand. Then 
me my name 
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now getting old, and has been overseer of 
the poor these twenty years past. 

When I heard this« and found that I had 
taken shelter in my affliction in my native 
village, 1 felt my heart, I know not where- 
fore, strangely touched, insomuch that I 
could not helpshedding fresh teafs. I thanked 
my landlady for her kind offer of getting me ' 
employment from farmer Flemming, and for 
consenting that I should continue to lodge 
in her house. 

Towards mid-day I found myself much 
better and was able to employ myself in 
mending the rents which I had got in my 
clothes. In the evening however i was al- 
most spent for want of food ; for I would 
not take any which my good hostess offered 
me, she having a larsje family of children 
who entirely depended on her for bread. I 
accordingly went into my own room to 
examine my bundle of linen, thinking that 
I might perhaps exchange some part of it 
for a loaf of bread at the baker^s shop 
which was just opposite. y^Hien I found 
unexpectedly wrapped up'in an old hand- 
kerchief among other little things, which 
had been bestowed on me in my childhood 
by way of rewards for good behaviour, a 
laew sixpenc e* which Mrs. Sarah had pven 
ttie for telling the tialVi, vjV\^.u \\\^^V\0«w^\v 
ft Sue cbioa cup of my Accly ^x'^^^^'^^^ 



^-" 
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/ Then having borrowed an oia £ 
of one of my oostess's daughters, 1 
the baker*s shop, and having laid oi 
ny on a roll, which I ate with than 
to (iod, A walked through the 
towards the church, with the inten 
the grave of my dear father and 
who were buried, as you tnay know 
der the large yew-tree pu the sout 
the church-yard. 

As I walked along the village 
called to mind a thousand things w 
happened in my early days. 1 ren: 
them only as one remembers a dre 
faintly and very obscureix • I crosse< 
at the end of the village, and took 
up the hill to the church by your I: 

1 saw you walking in your ga; 
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and to make myself known to you. But hc'h i\ 
fore 1 cuuld get courage to speak, yoail'j 
turned into the house without looking' 
towards me. >^"^ 

Then with a sad heart I left the gate, and ^ 
began to climb the hill. As I went along, 
1 gathered in my apron a few primroses, 
cowslips and other pretty flowers, to scatter 
over my beloved father and mother's graves^ 
if I should be able to tind the spot where 
tbeir dear remains were laid in peace. ^-^ 

When I got within the church-yard, I 
was obliged to sit down on a tomb-stone to 
rest myself^ for I was become so weak, that 
I was quite spent with the walk. My heart 
beutf and a pain in my side, which 1 had 
never felt before, was sp violent, that it 
almost took away my breath. ^^ 

I soon however h^camB better, and I got 
np and walked round the church, till coming 
to the great yew-tree, 1 saw under it two 
graves side by side, at the foot of which was 
a stone, on which I read the names of 
James and Mary Gray. 

I scattered the flowers whicli [ had gather- 
ed, upon the graves; yet although 1 had 
of l^te'wiept so much, I did not then shed 
one tear. I stood with my eyes fixed upon 
the erarve-stone for a very long- while; and 
m that time I thought o\et »5a vW ^wek^^^ 
tifiogM mbich had befaWeu m^^ Wkc^ Niwi.xvax'^ 



va.*«^ 



mother, and when my soul^ tl 
merits of mv blessed Saviour, m 
to him that made it. 

Whilst I remained in the churc 
sun set and the. darkness of nigl^ 
The bats with their leathern win 
about me, and the owl screume< 
church tower. Then calling to 
if I should stay out late, my ho 
perhaps have reason to think son 
I walked slowly and sadly towardf 

When I returned to my lo< 
landlady told me that she had .< 
to go the next day to farmer W 
maike hay.- Vou must be there b^^ 
said she» and vonr woik will no 
till laie; but, added she, look 
me, you do not seem fit for \ 
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ink it. And then advised me to go to bed^ 
3it 1 miglii be the better fit for next day's 
bour. ' 

That night, I thank my God, I enjoyed 
[)ch sweet rest, although 1 had many 
earns. L remember one in particular, which 
have since often thought of with much 
?asure. 1 fancied that i was lying on my 
d very ill indeed^ nay almost about to die ; 
x^as alone, and no one to take care of me. 
id 1 thought that my dear father and n;o- 
er came into the room, and stood one on 
ch side of my bed ; and my motlier said^ 
lis is 'our beloved Susan, this is the child 
whom we glory; *' her light affliction 
lich is but for a moment shall work for an 
ceeding apd an eternal weight of glory." 
Cor. Iv. 17. This was a sweet dream, and 
18 surely sent by God as a comfort to me. 
The next morning by break of day, I 
spared myself for my new employment, 
elt somewhat better than f had done the 
;ht before; and the day being fine and 
ight, I was tolerably cheerful as 1 took 
f way to the farmer's. 
When I cache to the house I foupd the 
rd full of men, women, and children^ with 
sir forks and rakes in their bands ready to 
: out for the hay-jieid. They-^ared at 
i when! A;ak4e into the vacd b\i\. ^vi \kvjw 
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Oh the young woman* said she in 
voice, whom Nannv Jones wasf 
But methinks you do not look 
hard work. She then called to h( 
w!:o was sitting within by tli« t 
to tell him that James Gray's di 
come. 

Hearing this he came out« 
coat, and with a woollen night- 
head, and ordered one of the li 
me a rake. Then looking at m 
estly for some time. How come 
woman,- said he, th^t you hav 
from your service ?/l fear that j 
been so good a airl as you shoij|l( 
]Vly nephew^ William Ball, ha 
your tricks before now;. but i 
comes of girU when they gel 
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farmer^ that you, who arc come of such 
honest parents, might he ashamed of 
having done an you have done. Your 
father and mother wer^ as good people as 
any in the parish, and if it had not heen for 
the respect I had for them, you should never ^ 
have worked for me. ^^ 

'60 saying he turned into the house, and 
my new mistress bade me follow the other 
hay-makers out of the yard. ^ 

Oh ! with what a sorrowful heart did I 
walk slowly after the rest, till we came into 
a wide field which is skirted on one side by 
that large wood now in our view, and is 
bordered on the other by the brook which 
runs into the river bv the mill. 

My companions had heard what the far- 
mer and his wife had said to me, and I soon 
found what they thought of me, for the old 
wbmen looked very sour at me, and the 
young ones laughed and whispered, glancing 
silly at the same time at me. 

out what grieved me most was that the 
the young men spoke to me as if they 
thought lightly of me I however went on 
with my work, keeping close with the rest 
of "the women, and saying very little. 
• Towards mid-day f became very weary 
with my work ; my knees trembled, and I 
had a constant pain in m^ ^\^^* ^ss^^i^vi^s^ 
1 cootiaued my work t\V\ esevkvc^^^ 



and as I behaved with modesty, ; 
not evil speaking for evil speakir 
panions the hay-makers bega 
better of me. /The wom^n in 
treated me with more kindness: 
however that the young men stil 
to think lightly of me. 
• The weather being very hot, 
ready to carry by Friday. 

I was worse this day than I ha 
before, yet I strove to keep up 
my work. 

I was making up the hay into 
cocks, with two or three more yo 
at the lower end of the meadow 
youna: nit*n .came with the wa 
the gate which is at the top o 
p Amongst these was William Ball 
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men who had gone there to the fair, of the 
disgrace I had fallen into on account of^ 
the^ Captain. And it was a new pleasure 
to him to be told by his uncle, when he 
came home, that I had run away from 
my service, and had come to him for . 
work. ,^ 

. So soon as he came to that part of the 
field where I was, he called out to me from 
the waggon where he was loading the hay« 
. Well, Mrs. Susan, and how did you leave 
the Captain ? or, to speak more properly, 
how did the Captain leave you ? For they tell 
me in Lud]ow> that he is gone .out of the 
country, and taken with him by way of 
company, Charlotte Owen, the huckster'a 
dau«;hter. Then he laughed aloud. 

I was like one thunder-struck when I 
hea**d these words: my rake fell from my hand^ 
anc my eyes were nlled immediately with 
that's when I thought of the wickedness of 
Charlotte and the Captain, and of the dread* 
ful evil which I had escaped. 

I will not lepeat all the foolish jokes ojp 
William Ball, when he saw my grief and 
distress. Indeed I paid but little heed to 
what he said. At length one of the old wo* 
men tol.d him that he might be ashamed of 
himself for making a jest of what did not 
^m to her any jesting ip«A.\&\\ ^^\. v^v^^^:^ 
^pect k> me^ she had sfteu ix^ \ax«^ V4 ^n^ 

■ • 
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^hat there was to laujsch at in a poo/ 
s running soul and body tnto roio 

TV \ 

er thonght well of that Charlotte 
aid a grave elderly man, the farmer'i 
Tvant, who wns jtisit rome into the 
ith the dinner Far the laboareis ; 
rl ever comes of a j^rirl who is always 
fr herself and her fine clothes in the 
. nodding and courtesejinsf, and laogh- 
every young fellow who chances to gc 
have SI tin enough of lier when i bav* 
n town on a market day. 
: is it true, said I^ that she is gone wit 
aptain ? 

e, true enough, answered William : t 
lood girl, wipe away your tears, ai 
■ -'^ fTtnre of the Captain ; for 1 prom' 
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Why you know, Answered William Bui), 
that the Captain and his men marched out 
of town on Mohday morning, and about the 
middle of the day on Monday, Charioitcy' 
was missing. ^But as she often went from 
home without saying any thing to her mo^ 
jther, Mrs. Owen thontrht nothing of it rill 
night came on, and thut dreadful storm of 
thunder and lightnin.tr; then the old lady 
began to be a little frightened, and she sent 
to all her neighbouis, but could hear no- 
thing of her daughierk And it was^ but yes- 
terday that she wab fold that Miss had 
marched after the Captain ; although some 
folk do not scruple to sny that his honour 
could well have dispensed with hercompuny. 
Then he laughtd again, and ahnotst all the 
voung men, and some of the young uomen, 
joined in his mirth. :^ 

But the old servant shook his head, and 
turning to a woman who stood by him, he 
said, 1 do not quite relish all this j( sting; 
none but fools, as the seripiure say, would 
mock at sin. Prov xiv g. 

Very true, replied the woman t for my part 
I do not feel much dinposed to laugh. I can- 
not help feeling very sorry for the poor uio* 
ther of that bold hus»y. 

Why as to that, leturned i;ie old man, one 
is very sorry for any o$\e vtW'i \% \vic«^'^\^^^- 
uie, and layg up for h\a\^e\S %\o\^% o'v\Kv>s«^"i 

\9i 
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Bat Mrs, Owen may thank herself for what 
has happened. Why did slie imin up her 
child tu ihe love of tiiiery and vanjiy ? VVhjf 
did bile wish to uiiike a aoiart hidy of her, 
instead uf a mudeiit, unpreeuming, decent 
girl : Why did »be li^rselt prUL-ti^ie lying and 
<iLfeiving hetbre her; und neglect her duly 
to (Jud, spending the sabhaih in idtenesi>, 
leastiiiir, and gaasipping.' As the wise in an 
Eiiys, " IVuiu Mp a child in the way he ahoul.d 
go, and wIteD he is old he will not deport 
from it." Frov. xxii. 6. 

' We all then siit down upon the grass to 
our dinner, and 1 heard nu more of ibis dis- 
course at that time. But what 1 bad already 
heard hud quite Bf>oiled my appetite^ and 
the shocking wicked ness of Charloite and the 
Captain slill dnell very heavily on my heart. 
Alas ! alas ! I thought v hat will be the end 
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I felt increasing pRin d.urjng tbatoig&t, 
tnd my few houra of sleep were disturbed by 
iinpteasaut dreams poncerQinj; what I bad 
heard that day in the hay-field. -^ 

The nigljt was rainy. Mrs. Flemming had 
lold me the evening hefuie, that as lier hus- 
Ditnd would have no more work for me li!) 
Mor^day, she would employ me in weeding a 
garden which was at some distance from the 
louse by the water-side. 

She bad ^iven me a basket, a;id a small 
weeding kfiitn ;nnd having directed. me wbicl^ 
nray to go to the garden, bade me be there 
betimes in the morning. 

Now this garden was no otber than that 
vbioh was formerly tenanted by my dear 
i^altier: when he died farmer Flemming had 
Laken it, and the house being a very old one 
lad never been inhabited since my beloved 
ivents had quitted it. It was npw all fallen 
.o rpios, and was only uB^d as a place for 
leeds and gardening tools. 

When I reacbed the garden tjie fain had 
:eased ; but the ground was very damp, and 
I very tiiipk fog arose from the river, inso- 
nuch that I could scarcely see the willows 
vhich grow by ihe water'side. It went to 
ny heart to gee the cottage whicfi I so well 
emembered, and so dearly lovedt gone aU 
nost to ruins. There was no glaaa la t.K«. 
Hodowsi the roof 'w a* o^'a. va. -ffia®.-^ 

• 1? 
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jiVacPs, and one of the clilmnpys Iiad 
fallen in. 

Mnnv Silt) thnu^hls pa'iBod In ii.y mindai | 
lineelJni; on ihe diitiip cniuiiil I weeded tlie 
«riiwberrv-be(l, ju»t beiieiilh the coiiage- 
wal!, and lied up the rose hushes and honey- 
suckles in the hitle plui of ground t'om uhich 
iijy mother used to (jather noseiitiys on a 
Sunday iiiorntri!;i to dresx the cliiuiuey-piece 
and the kitchen window 

About mid-day ihe sun began to appear 
through the fog: hut nhhough it shone upon 
me it could not warm me, lor all my limbs 
were cold, and trembled with a niortul aick- 

At lengih I became quite spent, and was 
forced to desist from my work. I then re- 
flected that my lahoiir «ks nut wrlh my 
wages, and it Rcemi-d to me that 1 did wrung 
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bloBsom, neither sliall fruit be in tlic vines: 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall yield no meat, the flock shall be 
cut off from the fold, and there shall be no 
berd in the stall ; yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation/* 
^ So I took up my basket and my weeding 
Icnife, with the intent to go back to the vil- 
lage./ But when I arose from my knees, I 
found it'difHcult to stand ; and I was forced 
to sit down upon the stone step before the 
bouse door to recover myself a little. Here 
1 had sat many times when i was a child^ 
and amused myself with shells and stones^ 
and other such trifles as dhildren love, whilst 
tny dear father and mother were busied in 
virorkinu: in the garden. And here I called 
to mind a thousand little events long time 
forgotten. I remembered how my dear mo- 
ther used o(\en to leave her work to look after 
ber little Susan; how sweetly she used to 
•mile when she saw me coming towards her ; 
and how anxiously she watched me, if bechance 
I ran with heedless steps by the side of the 
river. I remembered the wood-strawberries 
strung like threads of beads upon a blade of 
long grass, the acorn cups, and the black- 
berries, which my father used to give me 
when at evening he returned home fruca 
market through the vix)odLVi>D\e!CiV^>^^'^>^^^^ 
jtuden. 

i 
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to your untimjely. graves. 

Then I lifted up ojy eyes and hai 
in gra,titude for his gQp^ness to me 
assisted me to endure the hard t 
with which I have teen tried. 
• Whilst I was still thinking of t) 
a sudden faintness canie over me, 
for some- time wixhoiit sense. At l< 
ever J recovered : yet I h^d very 
culty to get home to my lodgin 
immediately laid mys<elf on ray be 

/ Nor did I leave n?y bed* till yoi 
ed me ; andpll by your great (cipd 
my heahli and strength wjere f< 
some degree restored tp me. 
/ Then Susan Gray, haying fi 

^story, fell upon her knees, and 1 
God in the most solemn ^[p^nner f 
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if ndfiM to hc^ in a way which made the 
tean flow afresh from oor eyes ; for as yoa 
ttiay Mfppose, they had often flowed aban- 
daatly before^ during the time of our hearing 
the sad siory of this good girl. /' 

After she had finished her history, she lived 
only three days; but never, never, sorely did 
Uny one prepare for death with so much jo^, 
such holy hope and humble confidence m 
God, as did this excellent young woman I 

The night before she died 1 gave her the 
iaerament, my wife and two eldest daughters 
Ibeing present, and partaking of the holy 
feasi with her. 

But before she would suffer me to begin 
she sacred ofBce, she called God to witness 
ffaat she from her heart forgave- all those who 
llad by any means done her any ill : she par* 
fieularly mentioned the names of IVlrs. 
Bennet, Charlotte Owen, and the Captain : 
and prayed H-eaven to bless them, and to 
give them, before it was too late, a full sense 
of their wicked lives, that so they might re* 
pent and be partakers, through the merits of 
their Saviour, of everlasting happrqess. 

After she had taken tlie holy sacrament^ 
she fell into a sweet sleep, from which she 
awoke at d$wn of day. Her. nnrse saw by the 
ohange whjch had taken place in her during 
lAie night, that she Jiiad tvol mxctv'^ Vdkswi vo^ 
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When we came ipio the room and sfood 
by her bed side, slie smiled, but did lu-i sp^ak. 
' asked her how she did, and how slje had 

sted ? Slie made no answeij but held out 
ber pale cold hand lo mine. 

She soon alierwards asked for her Bible; 
and k^hcti it was brought lo her, and laiit 
beside her, she seemed satistied, and did not 
attempt to open it. 

^be grew faiutergnd fainler, and was not 
able 10 lake any thing ; but she olien laiBed 
her eyes to heaven, and clasped her hands 
together. A few monienis b^t'ur^ she died we 
heard her repeat in u solt low voi^e, and very 
dislinclly indejsd, the holy name of her 
Satiour. She smiled at us who stood weeping 
around her, and closing her eyes, died so 
easy and so genlly, that t'ur some moments 
al'ler her soul hacj quitted its mortal case, we 
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Her head, which rested upon a pillow, was 
dressed as it had been when she was still liv- 
ing. Id b neat cap with a plaited border, and 
bound with a white band ; and still it mi^ht 
be seen by those who looked at her, that the 
time was not long passed when she was very 
beautiful. But what is mortal beauty that 
we should take delight therein ! " All the 
glory of man is as the flower of grass." 
1 Pet. i. 24. 
^ About this time the history of Susan began 
to be much talked of in and about Ludlow, 
it now being generally known that she had 
rau away from her iniftiress./Snme took her 
part and said that Rlie had be^n very ill u-ed ; 
and others spoke up lor Mrs. Bennet/M""y 
of my nei^hluNirs came to me to know the 
truth of this strange story, and indeed some 
pervious called upon me un that account whom 
1 had never seen before, 
^ Amongsl tjiese wexe my lady West and 
her nieceii. They were very anxiuos to know 
if all they had beard was true ; for by some 
means it had come to their knowledge that 
Mrs. Bennet had used theur names to deceive 
the poor git). 
^ When I lold these ladies (be true history 
of Susan, aud how nobly she. had resisted 
temptutiim, thry all dhed leais.; and my lady 
Wesj said, that Khe.hi\t\ \ieevi wximx-jsM *^'*^~ 
feived i» JMr§. Bennet, fta4VsJi.Vi*i^ ^'*'^'^ 
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kind friend to her, because she thought het 
10 be A very good wutrian : but henceforward, 
added she, I will do no more for her. 
.-^ Then itiese ladies would go to norw 
Browne's, to see the remains of poor Susan ; 
and as they walked through my garden, the 
youn^ ladies gathered roses and other sweet 
powers to lay upon her. 
/ When they came into the room where the 
corpse \t\y, ihey all shed tears afresh. They 
looked lor a long time on her sweet com- 
posed face; for she had died so easily, and iit 
Buheavenly B slate of mind, that tliere was no* 
thing ghastly or frightful in her appearance j 
she rather looked as if she was still slewing. 
' Swett young creature, said my lady West, 
88 she looked ai her; would to heaven that I 
had known her sad situation wilh that wicked 
Woman! 1 would have laken lier into my 
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me, when T proposed that Susan Gray should 
be buried i For, said slie, I and my nieces in- 
tend to be present at her funeral, that we may 
do all the honor in our power to this most 
virtuous young woman. 

The Sunday followin,^ the day of Susan's 
death was the day of her funeral. 

According to the custom of the parish, she 
was buried at the time of evening service. I 
will describe the manner of her funeral, for 
the satisfaction of those good persons, who 
take delighjt in these solemn scenes. 

It was early in Aui^ust, and the weather 
Was very fine. When all the congregatioa 
^as assembled in the ohurcli, (and 1 never 
remember to have seen in it so large or so 
enteel a congregation, for there were many 
adies and gentlemen from Ludlou^ also my 
Lady West and her nieces, and the 'squire of 
the next parish, jyjj;h.,hi^ family) I entered 
the church irTmy^own and cassooy , followed 
by SIX young women oressed in white bearing 
the coffin. My three daughters, and three 
daughters of a farmer in my parish, followed 
as mourners dressed also in Vvhtte, with hoods 
of fine white linen. As I walked up the 
aisle 1 repeated these words from the burial 
•ervice/^^^? >- / ^••' , V ,;-<./^ f .ej ^ 

" I am the resurrection and trie life, saitU 
the Lord ; he that belH»velV\ \w xs^^ ^ \^x^\s5^ 
he were dead, yet shaW \\^\v^^^'5^'^^H^J^s^^* 
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tver livetli and btlieveth in me, shall oner 
Jie. 

" I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at tlie latter day upon the 
eiirili : uiid (hough after my s^in worms de- 
stroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I lee 
Gnil; whom ( shall see tor myiielf,and mine 
eyes shall behold and not another. 

We brought nothing into this world, and it 
i" certain we ran carry nothing out; the I^ord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blesse4 
be the name of the l.urd." 1 'I'lm. vi. ?. 
Jr.bi 21 ■ 

The cotfin was placed upon a bifr in the inid- 
dle of the i-hurch, and ull the young wome^ 
slooil round it whiUt I read the evening 
prayers. Alter the prayers, the ninetlelh 
p^ulni was simu by the whole eongregation ; 

hicli beiiiij ^nisiied, I pieached a tJermoD 
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1)€ien ; yetypu must be p\\ sensible that you are 
surrounded by many anci very great dangers. 
The young are daily and ho,urTy tempted tp 
forsake iheir duties for their pleasures, and 
jtbe aged are tempted to the love of money 
and to worldly anxiety. Some of you are 
jtempted by prosperity to love the WQ^ld too 
ivell^ and others in adversity to murmur 
against your Maker: but^ my children, pray 
without ceasing to your God lor his divine 
help; for as the holy apps^le says, '/ God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
a^ove tha,t ypu ar$ able ; bqt will ^ith the 
t^mpi$aiojQ also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it." 

Then 1 6nishe,d oiyseripon byspeakingof the 
joy prepared for those who have kept their in- 
jnocency tjuo^ugh all th^ trials of this life ; the 
promises of God made to his saiqt^ ^ the robes 
of light, the crp\yQS of glory, and th^ dwellings 
of eternal happiness, which through the merits 
of our Saviour will be ob.tained by those who 
have loved their God apd obeyed his com^ 
mandments : and I concluded with a solenii> 
prayer, that all the coqgregation then present 
inight with our beloved sister, now no more, 
be thoug|;\t worthy through the merits of our 
^aviour to me.et in the presence of God, 
IV here ther^ is fulness of joy and pleasures fo|r 
jBvermoxe/' l por. x. Ip. 
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After the Bermon 1 finislied the bnriaKseN 
vice, and all the con^^egatiun followed the 
coffin to ihe grave. 

Every one present shed tears when the 
earth waa cast upo» the body ; but surely they 
were lean of joy ; lor 1 have heard many 
persona who ueiethen present since say, that 
they would gladly have taken the plac-e of 
Susan Gray, and hiive laid themselves ^ 
down wiih lier in the dust, could they thus i 
have deserved the reward of her gooJ 
deeds. 

Susan Gray was buried by the side of her 
dear parents ; and my lady VV'est was so good 
as lo eause a uioiiuineni «!' white atone lo be , 
placed over her ^jrave These words are en- 
graven on the stone : 

" To ihe nii'iiinry of Susan Grnv, who de- 
parted this lite in the twentieth year of iier 
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from her native cottage to earn her bread in 
the wide wicked world. ^^-"^ 

Mr| y Pennet | iaa been dead nearly ten 
yeafs: she dised^nj^ERJi^^ 
where she spentthe last five years of her life in^ 
a most miserable way.^Forafier the story of 
Stisan Gray was known all her iViendn forsook 
her, and her custonners fell off one by one ; 
till at length the old woman having spent the 
few ggineaa.whicb.the Captain had giye»her 
for her wicked* services, was obliged to give 
up her cottage, to sell her fornitnre^ and to ; 
go into the poor-house; where from confine- ' 
xnent and hard living, she soon fell into a bad. ; 
state of health) and having lingered in sad 
pain for a few years, died, without one friend 
to weep over her./l'hus she received \\(S 
recompense of her wicked deeds even in thi^ 
world, and terrible is it to be feared will be 
her lot in the world to come. ^' Behold the 
day Cometh, that shall burn as an oven, and ' 
all the prond, yea and all that do wickedly, 
shall be stnbble ; and the dav that cometh 
shall burn them up, sniih the Lord of hosts, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch." Mai iv. I. 

It was not till after Susan Grav bad been 
dead seven years, that I heard of the sad end 
of Charlotte Owen^She went, as* has been 
before said^ after Uie Ca^iam "^YkS^V^V^ 
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wicked man, in spite of all tl 
mhtcs he-hfftf made to Susan 
maffied "dibouf twelve nlond 
lady in Iretftiid. " 

The Captain then left Cha 
went abroad to the West Indi< 
some time afterwards that I 
having thonjght of reptJitlag • 
"V- VWrrnTBecame of Charlott* 
^time for some years I could i 
' well known that she led a v 
for at the end of six years, ; 
who 19 a clergyman in Londc 
me in the country, told me t 
past he had visited a poor 
dym^ in a garret, in "a nar 
London ; that sh€.^^id ber 
lotte Owen, tlTat Ludlgw was 
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she said she eould not endure the thoughts of 
(deaths and made use of the most profane and 
shocking words wben the doctor told her that ^ 
he could not save her. -^ 

. in this dreadful state she lay for some days : 
^d although the pain of her bojciy was very 
greats yet it was nothing to the |[rief and 
anguish of her mind.. ^^ 

As soon as she was dead^ her hody was 
thrown into a coffin by the mistress of the 
house in which she lodged^ and she was 
huried immediately^f'^for she had no friend 
to watch by her, or to close her eyes, or to see 
that the liast offices were performed decently 
for her. V ■ 

And now I must'^nish iny story, by be- 
seeching you, my good youQ|g| women, to take 
warning by the sad end of ^ this wicked girl, 
and to shun the ways of sin which lead to 
eternal misery. 

Remember Susan Gray, and let her ex* 
dmple be ever in your mind ; and let it not be 
your wish to be rich and great, to seek for 
distinction and pleasure in this world, but to 
do your duty in that humble* state in which 
God has placed you. And however lowly and 
poor that state may be, yet fear hot that you 
will fail of your reward: God Jsno respecter 
of persons, but he will jreward every man 
according to his deeds. 
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™ reserve the iminst unto the At 
to be punished/^ 2 -Pet. iu 4. t 
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